
 1

TOTOTOTO    
THE SPAGHETTI THE SPAGHETTI THE SPAGHETTI THE SPAGHETTI 

SUPPER SUPPER SUPPER SUPPER     
AND BEYOND!AND BEYOND!AND BEYOND!AND BEYOND!    

    

A publication of A publication of A publication of A publication of     
TTTThe Michigan Regionhe Michigan Regionhe Michigan Regionhe Michigan Region    

    
    
    
    



 2

TO THE SPAGHETTI SUPPER AND BEYOND!TO THE SPAGHETTI SUPPER AND BEYOND!TO THE SPAGHETTI SUPPER AND BEYOND!TO THE SPAGHETTI SUPPER AND BEYOND!    
A collection of projects for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans service teams 

    
 
These are the Chapters that follow: 
    
And Besides Spaghetti SuAnd Besides Spaghetti SuAnd Besides Spaghetti SuAnd Besides Spaghetti Suppers, There’s. . .ppers, There’s. . .ppers, There’s. . .ppers, There’s. . .        page 3page 3page 3page 3    

Ideas for Fundraisers 
 
Kids Are Where It’s AtKids Are Where It’s AtKids Are Where It’s AtKids Are Where It’s At                page page page page 36363636    especially for schools page especially for schools page especially for schools page especially for schools page 47474747    

Fundraisers that Target Kids or are Done by Kids 
 
Your Space is the PlaceYour Space is the PlaceYour Space is the PlaceYour Space is the Place                page page page page 54545454    

Maximizing the Use of your Building 
 
Beyond!Beyond!Beyond!Beyond!                        page page page page 61616161    

Ideas that Enhance a Traditional Fundraiser 
 
Roll Up Your SleevesRoll Up Your SleevesRoll Up Your SleevesRoll Up Your Sleeves                    page page page page 73737373    

Ideas for Hands-on Service Projects 
 
Details, Details, Details. . .Details, Details, Details. . .Details, Details, Details. . .Details, Details, Details. . .                page page page page 75757575    

Tips for Making Fundraisers Better, Easier, Smoother 
Tips for Making Hands-on Service Projects Better, Easier, Smoother 

 
If You Build It, They Will ComeIf You Build It, They Will ComeIf You Build It, They Will ComeIf You Build It, They Will Come            page page page page 80808080    

Techniques for Recruiting Volunteers 
 
Did You Know. . . ?Did You Know. . . ?Did You Know. . . ?Did You Know. . . ?                    page page page page 83838383    

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Awareness Ideas 
 
Money Can’t Buy Me LoveMoney Can’t Buy Me LoveMoney Can’t Buy Me LoveMoney Can’t Buy Me Love                page page page page 88884444    

Ideas for Locally Supported Activities 

    
    
    
    
    
    



 3

And Besides Spaghetti Suppers, There’s. . .And Besides Spaghetti Suppers, There’s. . .And Besides Spaghetti Suppers, There’s. . .And Besides Spaghetti Suppers, There’s. . .    
Ideas for Fundraisers 

 
New Year’s Eve DinnerNew Year’s Eve DinnerNew Year’s Eve DinnerNew Year’s Eve Dinner    

It's a great opportunity to fellowship....this was our 5th annual New Year's Eve dinner. We are a 
small church averaging 80-110 per Sunday. The dinner is attended by 60 people or more. It's a way of 
recognizing the holiday in a Christian setting. We start at 6:30 with a full course dinner prepared by 
several men of the church (one formerly owned a restaurant). Members contribute desserts. We place 
small baskets at the doors to take up a free-will offering to help cover costs. One year we posted 
$9.00 suggested donation" on the sign, but have not done that since. We felt it would inhibit some 
of our members from attending; however, we averaged just over $9.00 per person attending at our 
last dinner anyway. Each year, our Thrivent congregational coordinators decide on a beneficiary for 
the fundraiser net receipts, as well as the Thrivent supplemental. This year, it was our new Pastor's 
Health Insurance fund. In previous years, it benefitted our Pastor's special benevolence fund which she 
uses to help people that come to us for assistance. One year we used it to help pay for re-routing 
some roof drains into our parking lot storm drain and resurfacing the parking lot. 

We just visit with each other before & after we eat; a crew stays to clean up, everyone else 
leaves to either go home or party in the New Year. We've never had any entertainment. It's between 
7:30-8:00 when most people leave. Most years, a few couples get together at one of our houses for a 
couple hours after we finish cleaning up. 

We also hold a Fish-Fry fundraiser each October. It is handled the same way. This brings a 
much higher attendance. There is no promotion of the events other than in our bulletins and 
newsletters. It is open to members, their friends and relatives. Keeping it strictly a "church supper" 
eliminates the need to obtain a food license from the county.  
Judy Killmer, Zion, Saginaw 
 
 
Wedding SamplerWedding SamplerWedding SamplerWedding Sampler    
    
We had what we called a “Wedding Sampler.”  Our church orchestra played all different wedding songs 
and between, different traditions were explained with a mock wedding with bridesmaids, (in different 
dresses from different periods of time) flower girl and ring bearer, bride (in 56-year-old dress) walked 
down the aisle by her dad, a groom and groomsmen.  We even had a reception with a wedding cake.  
In our large hall we had tables with wedding memories from all different ages and times in the past.  
We had about 25 wedding dresses, the oldest being from 1912.  There were pictures, albums, 
headpieces, cake tops, centerpieces, and wine glasses.  There was a door offering to help refurbish the 
organ.  It was great fun and people got very excited about bringing their wedding pictures from the 
past, some from the late 1800s, some from the 1990s. 
Gail Klemm, Zion, Bay City 
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Breakfast for the “Family”Breakfast for the “Family”Breakfast for the “Family”Breakfast for the “Family”    
 
To raise funds for a mission trip, a youth group served a breakfast fundraiser to their own church 
family once each month on a Sunday between services.  Because they did this routinely, they became 
very good at all the tasks required:  shopping, organizing, and executing.  It became a turn-key 
enterprise.  Many families go out to eat after church anyway, so why not have them contribute what 
they’d spend to your mission goals instead of a restaurant?  People got used to the breakfasts being 
the first Sunday and planned for it.  A plate of appealing hot food was carried by an energetic cook 
throughout the church as enticement.  They served a full hot breakfast and asked for a free-will 
donation. 
 
 
DaddyDaddyDaddyDaddy----Daughter DanceDaughter DanceDaughter DanceDaughter Dance    
Here is a fundraiser that accomplishes much more than producing funds for your cause:  A Daddy-
Daughter dance.  If you can make this a part of life in your church, it can be a great addition.  The key 
is advertising early and passionately.  Then have volunteers install a disco ball in the gym or fellowship 
hall ceiling.  Buy picture frames for all the girls who come and arrange for a talented and personable 
photographer to take a photo of each girl with her daddy.  A volunteer can make the soundtrack for 
the evening—great dance songs, especially those girls would like—some even feature daddies.  Just 
serve a mixture of animal crackers, M & Ms, Mike & Ikes, goldfish, and peanuts (no mess!)  Each girl 
will also need a corsage.  All these are easy to do and the reward comes when you go and see all the 
girls dancing with their daddies. 
 
 
Euchre TournamentEuchre TournamentEuchre TournamentEuchre Tournament    
What’s more Michigan than euchre?  Hosting a euchre tournament is surprising simple and satisfying.  
Have some great prizes donated or buy some if you need to.  Either include a meal or just snacks and 
beverages.  Set up tables and have your rules ready to explain and hand out.  Number the tables and 
provide scorecards.  Euchre tournament rules and scorecards documents can be requested for your 
use. 
 
 
Out for DinnerOut for DinnerOut for DinnerOut for Dinner    
    
This fundraiser is for groups of friends who might go out to dinner together but would like to raise 
funds for a cause they support.  The organizer decides where the group will “go” for dinner.  He 
secures menus from that restaurant to have available.  Instead he invites the diners to HIS HOUSE for 
dinner.  Each attendee brings a dish to pass, according to arrangement.  As diners arrive, they are given 
menus and decide what they would like to order.  Don’t forget drinks!  The group eats the potluck 
meal instead and has fun.  Then they total up how much they would have paid for what they 
“ordered” not forgetting to include a tip.  This money is put together and donated. 
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Catalog FundraiseCatalog FundraiseCatalog FundraiseCatalog Fundraisersrsrsrs    
 

Many catalogs support fundraisers.  This could be a good fundraiser for a group that doesn’t need to 
make a big amount and don’t have much time or money to begin.  The companies have their own 
terms and allow you to keep a percentage of what is ordered.  They do support your efforts in special 
ways, as well.  Lots of catalog companies do this—one of them is Gooseberry Patch—for information 
call 877-854-7400.  This type of fundraiser could be a good one to add on, a supplement other 
efforts being done. 
 
 
Have Someone Else Cook Your DinnerHave Someone Else Cook Your DinnerHave Someone Else Cook Your DinnerHave Someone Else Cook Your Dinner    
    
Here’s an off-beat fundraiser for you to try called Have Someone Else Cook Your Dinner.  If you have 
some great chefs in your group, see if they would be willing to help you with this one.  Families pay 
for the “chef” to come and cook dinner in their own kitchen.  The chef brings the food and recipes.  If 
the family wants to “disappear” while the cooking goes on, that’s fine.  But if they want to hang 
around the kitchen, the chef will be happy to demonstrate and provide a lesson or two.  This is being 
done with success and fun in other areas.  It’s a short-term commitment for a volunteer with a 
passion for cooking. 
 
Jeans DayJeans DayJeans DayJeans Day    
 
Make an arrangement with workplaces in your community to help you raise funds by offering their 
employees the chance to wear jeans to work one day for $1.  Companies who do this in places around 
the country raise a surprising amount with no work for anyone! 
 
 
Laugh Out LoudLaugh Out LoudLaugh Out LoudLaugh Out Loud    
 
More and more church groups are raising significant funds by sponsoring nights of laughter.  They 
hire a Christian comedian and serve dinner for a charge.  They also include a silent auction to raise 
more funds.  These nights are lots of good, clean fun—good for fellowship as well as raising lots of 
funds.  Trinity in Berrien Springs did a fundraiser like this in March. 
 
 
Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine FamilyFamilyFamilyFamily Dinner and Dance Dinner and Dance Dinner and Dance Dinner and Dance    
 
A Valentine Dinner & Dance is a fund raiser for the Benton Harbor Lutheran Outreach Ministry. It is 
planned and led by the Christ Lutheran Board of Evangelism which has been charged with raising 
added funds to assist with this ministry. The idea is to have an event that would appeal to the entire 
family and since I had experience with 2 daughters’ weddings in the last year, this idea came to mind. 
Our church has one man who does an excellent job as a DJ. (He did the music for both weddings.) As 
is true for most churches, we have many excellent cooks from which to choose. A more simple meal 
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that might appeal to most is being prepared by our school cooks and will be served family style by the 
youth. We are also having a picture location so that couples and families can get a special Valentine 
picture. With a computer and printer handy we can actually print pictures for them on site. Whether 
or not many choose to dance, remains to be seen, but it will be a fun night with a good chance to 
visit. At this writing about 75 have signed up.  We wanted to keep it affordable while still raising the 
desired funds so the suggested minimum donation is $20 for families and $10 for individuals. 
Dan Barz,  North Berrien 
 
 
Online ideas:Online ideas:Online ideas:Online ideas:    
 

Mall Coat Check FundraisingMall Coat Check FundraisingMall Coat Check FundraisingMall Coat Check Fundraising 

Between Thanksgiving and Christmas, my nephew’s basketball team went to the local mall every 
weekend. They had arranged with the mall management company for an area to have a coat check. 
Stores in the mall donated the temporary use of racks to hang the coats on and a secured area for 
people to leave packages, etc. They handed out a "coat check" ticket and shoppers left their coats, 
mittens, etc with them while they shopped. The asked for a minimum donation of $1 for the service. 
They were able to raise thousands of dollars with very little upfront cost. The only thing they had to 
pay for were rolls of tickets that you can buy at any office supply store, and they even got a parent to 
donate that. It was a very easy and profitable fund raiser that the kids had to work to get the money 
for their program. 

Carnival FundraisingCarnival FundraisingCarnival FundraisingCarnival Fundraising    

My helping hands club wanted to host a fundraising event that also included 
community involvement. That is why we hosted the WINTER CARNIVAL 
at one of the local elementary schools. First of all announce in your school 
what clubs would like to participate in such activity. From then on 
announce that the clubs participating will be able to keep whatever profits 
they make at the carnival. Hold the fundraising carnival in an open space or 
the gym or auditorium at school and place the booths all over the place 
with enough space for people to walk by.  

 

The booths can consist of simply an arrangement of tables with poster boards on the side of your 
table advertising what your booth is all about. Advertise as well to the community!!! Get permission 
from local libraries, schools, and businesses to see if you can post up posters and flyers asking your 
community to drop by. Our booths included friendship bracelets, pie in the face, face painting, 
tattoos, candy sweets, picture with Santa, etc. Be creative! If High School juniors like myself could 
achieve this then there are endless possibilities as to what YOU can do. 
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Tacky YardTacky YardTacky YardTacky Yard    

This works! Get a few people to dress up in ragged clothes. Find an old pickup truck and fill the back 
with yard junk. Some pink flamingoes, a toilet, car parts (preferably rusty but don't cut yourself!), 
whatever you might find in a cluttered messy lawn. Get some tacky lawn chairs and head out to the 
homes of your friends and neighbors when you know they are home. Then you pile all the stuff on 
the front lawn, sit yourself down and wave at passing cars and neighbors to draw attention. An added 
touch is an old guitar that you strum as everyone sings old country songs--loudly. In order for you 
to go away, the home owner has to make a donation to your cause. Trust me, they will! 

Dog Walk FundraisingDog Walk FundraisingDog Walk FundraisingDog Walk Fundraising    

Call it what you will – Strut Your Mutt, Jog Your Dog, Canine Constitutional, 
Paws in the Park, Wag and Walk. A sponsored pet walk where the walkers (and 
their pets) solicit donations for how far they walk. Or, fundraising participants 
pay a set fee to enter and walk their dog. OR, bring homeless dogs who need 
walking. Remember the pooper scoopers. This could culminate in a pet talent 
show or some other event where you solicit additional donations. Use it to 
present spay/neuter message, or message of finding homes for all the homeless 
ones. Ask people to sponsor a homeless dog to see how many laps (limit of 
four?) he can do.  

 

Very funny with puppies, who have their own agenda. Or, sponsor a dog who wants to walk his 
person? You could do a cute turn-around, with advertising that promotes "walking your person" 
and that explains that this is good for your "person's" health. Relays and races, booths for snacks, 
kennel rentals for dogs while people do their own things. Remember to try to get lots of vendors, 
even yard sale table type vendors, exhibits, dog wash and a vaccination clinic. Have a yard sale area 
where you rent spaces out-lined in chalk. Food booths for people and dogs. Organize an interesting 
route for dogs and their owners to walk around, with all participants sponsored. Take a synonym of 
walk and add something to it. Re-member you can change the verb case.  

Name ideas (some are just verbs you can add to): Paws Forward, Canine Cruise, Paws on the 
Pavement, Outward Hound, Bassett Waddle, Poodle Perambulation, Pooch Patrol, Walk and Wag, 
Million Mutt March, Mutt March, Samoyed Saunter, Canine Swagger, Puppy Parade, Hound Hike, 
Tramp with Your Pet, Pace With Your Pooch, The Puppy Path, Sidewalk of Many Dog Poops, 
Labrador Lane, Fido's Footpath. 
   

    

Donation Container FundraisingDonation Container FundraisingDonation Container FundraisingDonation Container Fundraising    

This is a straightforward cash collection fundraising at local merchants. 
Here's what you do. Save old coffee cans and cover them in bright color 
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Here's what you do. Save old coffee cans and cover them in bright color 
paper with your organization's name and logo prominently displayed. A 
catchy slogan never hurts. Visit all local merchants and ask if you can leave 
a can at their cash register.  Don't forget to visit all participating local 
merchants once a week and collect all proceeds. Your organization gets 
100% of the profit.  

Specify on the can where fundraising donations will specifically go.  Example: "to purchase school 
supplies for under privileged children".  This helps those donating feel like they can associate their 
donation with an ongoing program, and if it happens to be one that warms their heart, they'll be 
more likely to give! 

There are several commercial companies who sell fundraising donation containers in different 
materials and styles. They look "nicer" but reduce your profits.  However, the printed labels can help 
'legitimize' your drive.  People tend to believe printed labels mean what they say.  

PPPPunkin Chunkin Fundraisingunkin Chunkin Fundraisingunkin Chunkin Fundraisingunkin Chunkin Fundraising    

The Greenland (Maine) Women’s Club came up with a unique way to 
raise funds for the Red Cross-Great Bay Chapter and dispose of left over 
pumpkins and jack-ó-lanterns at the same time.  Volunteers built a 
medieval-style catapult, called a trebuchet. One person would pull the 
long, catapulting arm to the ground, while two others pushed the 215-
pound weight on the other end of the arm up in the air. The arm was then 
secured by a rope and the pumpkin put into a large sling. Another 
volunteer gave the rope a good yank, the trigger let loose and the arm 
swung the sling - and the pumpkin - through the air.  

Most of the pumpkins destroyed were either left over from Halloween 
pumpkin sales or brought in by the bystanders. The club received a large 
donation from First United Methodist Church in Portsmouth, which 
hosts the annual Pumpkin Patch sale.  This fun and creative way of 
disposing of jack-ó-lanterns was a community event as well as a fund-
raiser. The Greenland Women’s Club collected a suggested $5 donation 
per pumpkin.  

 
Santa Letter or Birthday Newsletter FundraisingSanta Letter or Birthday Newsletter FundraisingSanta Letter or Birthday Newsletter FundraisingSanta Letter or Birthday Newsletter Fundraising    

Letter From Santa Fundraising:  Offer a personalized 'Letter from Santa' written 
on colorful holiday stationery and matching envelopes. Children just love 
receiving their own mail... especially from someone as magical as 
Santa! Compose one or more standard letters using a standard word processing 
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program.   See Examples  Develop an order form for personalization to be 
provided by purchaser. This could include the child's name, age, gender, 
hometown, address, good deed, accomplishment, grade in school, name and 
age of siblings, name of pet, etc. 

Purchase colorful holiday stationary. Keep the quantity low until you see how sales are going. 
Colorful Christmas stamps are also a must! 

Take orders in advance. Get payment with the order. Set a cut-off date to make sure the letters will be 
delivered timely. 

Pick the city you want the letter to be postmarked from and contact the postmaster there to make 
sure that they will open your bundle of letters and re-mail them for you. Some choices of cities could 
be North Pole, AK; Santa Claus, GA; Reindeer, KY; Christmas, FL, etc. You get the idea. 

Set a price. Similar letters are available from a number of sources for $4.00 to $10.00. Since you are 
doing this as a fundraiser, your supporters will probably be generous but keep the price reasonable 
enough to generate good volume. This is not a big fundraising money maker but it can be fun.   
Sample Santa letters are included here as attachments. 

Birthday NewsletterBirthday NewsletterBirthday NewsletterBirthday Newsletter 

This is similar to the Santa Letter fundraising but requires you to purchase a 'birthday' software 
program which will produce a Birthday 'Newsletter' or 'Chronicle' with the recipients name and 
containing celebrity birthdays and events occurring on that date and world headlines for that year. 
Usually available for dates between 1900 and 2000. All you do is insert the recipients name and date 
of birth, and the software generates the 'Newsletter/Chronicle' for that day.  

Programs are cheap ($20 - $50), simple to install, and require minimal computer knowledge. A color 
printer is preferred.  

Scrabble Tournament FundraisingScrabble Tournament FundraisingScrabble Tournament FundraisingScrabble Tournament Fundraising    

Scrabble is all about being fluent in the language and coming up with words that might be worth a lot 
of points. People have fun coming up with strange and exotic words no one else has thought of.  
Teams of four, six, or eight gather at different tables, each with a Scrabble board and all the letters 
available. Each team starts with the same opening word, and has 20 minutes to fill the board with 
high-scoring words. A judge sits at each table. Individuals pay $35 to participate. Players can sneak a 
peek at a dictionary for an additional $10 donation. Make extra fundraising money selling 
refreshments, raffle, auction, etc. Additional details and ideas available from the National Scrabble 
Association. 
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Make Believe Tea PartyMake Believe Tea PartyMake Believe Tea PartyMake Believe Tea Party    

This is an idea that was used by the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. No 
finger sandwiches, crumpets or fine china necessary!  All you need are tea 
bags, invitations, envelopes and stamps.   
 
The concept:  Send an invitation for a "Make-Believe Tea Party" to your 
friends, neighbors co-workers, etc.  Send a tea bag (inexpensive per tea 
bag if you buy them in bulk - or you can try to get the tea bags donated) 
in an envelope along with a classy, yet catchy, invitation explaining that 
they are invited to a "make-believe tea party" on a certain day (Mother's 
Day, for example) at a certain time (high noon, for example).   

 

Explain that on that date and time, you will all enjoy a cup of tea (using the tea bag 
provided) in support of your cause (or in memory/honor of someone).  Remind them that 
they can take part in this tea party while still enjoying the comforts of their own home!  
 
Ask each "guest" for a donation in return for "attending" this tea party.  Provide a SASE for 
their convenience.  The tea bag is theirs to keep whether they make a donation or not, but 
the hope is that your efforts will encourage them to send you a donation.  You can either ask 
for a donation of a specified amount as the "cost" for "attending" this tea party, or leave the 
donation amount open-ended and up to the individual.   

Be sure to send a "thank-you" to those who make a donation.  

CleanCleanCleanClean----up Fundraisingup Fundraisingup Fundraisingup Fundraising    

Clean up after Independence Day fire works displays, auto races, dog shows, etc.  Often the organizers 
of these events will pay an amount of money to another organization for their volunteers to do the 
clean-up. Church youth groups have had fundraising success with cleaning up Fall leaves in yards for a 
donation to the organization.  

Tree of Lights or Angel Tree FundraisingTree of Lights or Angel Tree FundraisingTree of Lights or Angel Tree FundraisingTree of Lights or Angel Tree Fundraising    

At Christmas families in the community pay $10 for a light that represents 
their lost loved one. The staff and families gather as a community outside 
and sing hymns, and the tree is lit - all the lights come on at once and it is 
beautiful. The lights on the Christmas tree are white. The community does 
this outside of the office at night. The tree stays lit until the New Year. 
Luminaries line the parking lot where people are sitting or standing. Families 
and staff find this very meaningful. People gather afterwards in the office or 
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a church for cider and cookies. [This idea can easily be adapted by non-
Hospice organizations to fit their mission.] 

Angel Tree Alternative FundraisingAngel Tree Alternative FundraisingAngel Tree Alternative FundraisingAngel Tree Alternative Fundraising: Each year as the Christmas holidays approach, our hospice sells 
lace angel ornaments which people can buy in memory of or in honor of anyone they choose. Those 
ornaments are then placed in Christmas trees at our office until a few days before Christmas. We then 
have an open house in which people can come and take their angels off the trees. It is a good time of 
sharing with the community as they gather together during the Open House. Refreshments are 
served. [This idea can easily be adapted by non-Hospice organizations to fit their mission.] 

Tree For Pets FundraisingTree For Pets FundraisingTree For Pets FundraisingTree For Pets Fundraising    

Our mall allowed us to put a Christmas Tree up in Center Court. For each $5.00 donation, we would 
illuminate a light for your pet --- a red one for "in honor of" and a white one "in memory of". We 
asked for a picture of the pet and would hang it with a red or white ribbon. We had to put up an-
other Christmas Tree because the first one because too full of pictures. We did not worry about the 
fact that we had 100 white lights on a tree, but 150 memorial pictures ---- you can't even the two 
out. We found that the public did not even pay attention to that. They were too busy looking at the 
pictures.  On the weekend, my mother took her Golden Retriever, Chelsea, to the mall. She was 
dressed as Santa, complete with bells on her toes and a Santa Hat. The kids AND adults loved it. Of 
course, we had the fish bowl out and would average $150.00 in donations a night. Also, we took 
thick foam board and put them on wreath stands. We had a red board for the honored pets and a 
white board for memorialized pets. We listed their names on each board. We noticed that people 
liked to look at the names the try to find the picture on the tree. We were glad we wrote the names 
on the back. We earned over $3,000 from the tree and fish bowl. It was a so fun. THIS IS 
IMPORTANT! We did not have someone at the tree at all times. The only time someone was at the 
tree was on Friday and Saturday night when we took Chelsea out there. Twice a week, I went out there 
to hang pictures and write names on the boards. The public never paid attention to me, but take a dog 
out there and they flock around and dump money in the fish bowl. We had a stand out front of the 
tree explaining what it was for. We kept forms in that stand for people to fill out. They would simply 
put their name, the name of the pet, was it in Memory or Honor of, etc. Then they would send it to 
the address at the bottom (my house). The BIG BIG money maker on this was something we almost 
did not do. We told people that if they wanted to buy a light in honor or memory of someone else's 
pet, we would send that person a card. Many people made donations like that for Christmas Presents. 
When the person received a card, they turned around and made a donation either for their pet or 
someone else's. This brought out a lot of emotion in some people. I saw several people who made a 
donation in memory of their pet just break down and cry when they saw the picture on the tree. We 
thought it would be necessary to have someone at the tree at all times, but we knew we could not do 
it. Turned out, we did not need anyone there except on weekend nights when the mall was really 
crowded. We also got the newspaper to print the form to fill out as a donation to us. We got a good 
response from that. Also, the local weatherman (a REAL popular guy) came out and did the weather 
from our trees twice. There was a huge response after that. 
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Sitting Pretty FundraisingSitting Pretty FundraisingSitting Pretty FundraisingSitting Pretty Fundraising    

The Howell Area Arts Council, Howell, Michigan, holds an annual "Sitting Pretty" fund-raiser, in 
which the group auctions off hand-painted chairs. Proceeds benefit the arts council's community 
programs. For chair types, just about anything goes. They have had piano benches, a parade ladder, 
and even a toilet. Those who want to paint a chair for the fund raiser can simply make it colorful or 
choose a theme. Some chairs have had a Halloween or Christmas theme. Others decorate in a garden 
motif. The council has fun with the fund raiser and members continually collect old chairs in 
anticipation of it. The minimum bid is $30. 

Cookbook FundraisingCookbook FundraisingCookbook FundraisingCookbook Fundraising    

Have members of your school or club submit (preferably printed) their 
favorite recipe and either their children's favorite recipes or someone else in 
their family. Have someone put the recipes together and make a recipe book. 
My mother's auxiliary club did this as a fundraising project and it was a huge 
success. Many of the children use the cookbook to this day and now we are 
now putting together a "revised" cookbook. The cookbook we made contains 
tried and true recipes -- one of which they like for adults and one which they 
know their kids eat. 

 

The hardest part was having to re-type everything but I suppose people could email them in and the 
recipes could be cut and pasted into a word processing program. These were family recipes. For 
instance - my mom submitted a recipe that was from my great grandmother from Italy for 
homemade manicotti (how to make the shells and all). We were amazed at how many people were 
willing to share their family's recipe secrets! The fundraising cookbook was not hard cover - it was 
really just a "soft cover", the "cover" being just a thicker paper than what was inside. We went to a 
photocopy place to make the copies and stapled the pages together. Source: Liz M. 

Custom Church or School CalendCustom Church or School CalendCustom Church or School CalendCustom Church or School Calendarararar    

To create your own fundraising town calendar, you need to sell “advertising”.  
Sell individual calendar dates (squares) to recognize individual birthdays, 
anniversaries or other special events for $3 to $5 each. This will create additional 
sales interest for those who want to see their "event" on the calendar.   

Collect volunteer artwork to feature in the calendar (one piece per page or a collage on each calendar 
page).  Photos of church or school landmarks or a collage of pictures from special events in the life of 
the congregation or school year would work great.  The photos could be either current or historical, 
depending on interest. 
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Work with a local printer to produce the calendars (they may do this at a reduced cost in return for 
an ad!)  

Once printed up, sell the calendars for $10-$15 on Sunday mornings, or at sporting events or school 
functions. Try to get local book stores and restaurants to display the fundraising calendars for sale. 

The amount of money you'll raise depends entirely on the fundraising sales effort of your volunteers. 
Many community members won't hesitate to support a good cause! Profits can be quite high, 
depending upon how successful you are at “selling” calendar dates. 

Be sure when selling the calendars to let people know how/where the proceeds will be spent.  

AlternativeAlternativeAlternativeAlternative: You could use winning entries from a photo competition for the calendar.  

    

Road Rally Poker Hand FundraisingRoad Rally Poker Hand FundraisingRoad Rally Poker Hand FundraisingRoad Rally Poker Hand Fundraising    

Attracts classic car owners and others. Charge a registration fee. Registrants pick up clues to the route 
where they pick up one card from a deck of cards. Box lunches are provided at the end while waiting 
for all cars to return. The best poker hand wins the grand prize which could be a set of tires, detailing, 
tune-up and oil change, etc (hopefully donated). Other trophies and prizes are also awarded. It's a 
great fundraising idea and lots of fun. Be creative with the clues.  

Bus Pull FundraisingBus Pull FundraisingBus Pull FundraisingBus Pull Fundraising    

A fundraising bus pull can generate plenty of good publicity and raise lots of 
money for your organization or a worthy cause. Pulls are done by teams that can 
compete in several categories.  (The Variety Children's Charities of Memphis, 
Tennessee actually sponsors an annual pull with teams consisting of 20 members 
who pull a 155,000 pound Boeing 727 jet airplane155,000 pound Boeing 727 jet airplane155,000 pound Boeing 727 jet airplane155,000 pound Boeing 727 jet airplane a distance of 12 feet!) but you 
can use a bus, a fire truck, a tractor trailer, or an earth mover—whatever would 
attract attention.   

The plane pull categories include: 

 

• The Fastest PullThe Fastest PullThe Fastest PullThe Fastest Pull - average time is 10 seconds, fastest is 5.237seconds  
• Lightest ComLightest ComLightest ComLightest Combined Body Weightbined Body Weightbined Body Weightbined Body Weight - team can compete again utilizing the lightest combined 

weight of team members who can pull the plane twelve feet within 3 minutes.  
• Top Women's TeamTop Women's TeamTop Women's TeamTop Women's Team  
• ShowmanshipShowmanshipShowmanshipShowmanship - team with the best costume, theme, or creative idea  
• Most ImprovedMost ImprovedMost ImprovedMost Improved - Team with the best improved time from their last competition  
• Challenge TrophiesChallenge TrophiesChallenge TrophiesChallenge Trophies - Challenge your business competitors to a pull  
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But these would also work with an-earthbound vehicle! Use your imagination! 

    

Dinner AuctionDinner AuctionDinner AuctionDinner Auction 

Our local Auxiliary hosts a Dinner Auction 2 or 3 times a year. We have raised a considerable amount 
of money for various organizations. We ask for volunteers to make a single dinner. We supply the 
take out containers to package them into. (Pork Chops, Mashed Potatoes, a vegetable and roll) We 
pick a night to hold the auction. Everyone brings their dinners on that particular night. We arrange all 
dinners on a table so the people can see what they are bidding on. Our "auctioneer" then starts the 
bidding. Most dinners start at $5.00 ea. You would be amazed at how much a particular dinner could 
go for! At our last auction, a chocolate hot fudge cake went for $27.50! 

 
Adult Spelling Bee FundraisingAdult Spelling Bee FundraisingAdult Spelling Bee FundraisingAdult Spelling Bee Fundraising    

Spelling bees can sometimes be torture for students. Why not consider an 
adult spelling bee for fundraising and to let the parents see how hard it can 
be?  Most schools hold spelling bees so setting one up should be fairly easy.  
Each class can select three parents to represent them either individually or as 
a team.  Set an entrance fee per team. The teams are responsible for getting 
sponsors to pay the fee (let them see what the kids have to go through). 
Allow multiple teams per class to raise additional funds.  

Do you know what an engraver's needle beveled to an oval at the ends is called? St. Mary's Church, 
Franklin, Massachusetts, spelling team does. They correctly spelled "echoppe" to win the sixth annual 
Franklin Education Foundation Adult Fundraising Spelling Bee. Between the 40 spelling teams, silent 
auction, raffle, private donations and refreshment sales, the spelling bee raised approximately $15,000. 
Contestants had to spell words from the 2003 Paideia booklet which are made for kids spelling but 
are uncommonly hard. The first few words in each round were fairly simple. If you are still up there 
after five or six words, all bets were off.  

Want some specifics on adult spelling bees?  Try the National Spelling Bee site! 

WaterWaterWaterWater----skiing/Windsurfing/Sailboarding Fundraising:skiing/Windsurfing/Sailboarding Fundraising:skiing/Windsurfing/Sailboarding Fundraising:skiing/Windsurfing/Sailboarding Fundraising: Requires goodwill of watersports center, also 
safety issues. Ask a local watersports center to give you a reduction on a morning or afternoon 
water-skiing (some will do this if it is for charity), windsurfing or sailboarding. Get sponsorship for 
the number of seconds you stay standing. If you know you are hopeless, get sponsored for the 
number of times you fall over. Please do this under trained supervision, not by borrowing a friend's 
equipment. 
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Homemade Lollipops FundraisingHomemade Lollipops FundraisingHomemade Lollipops FundraisingHomemade Lollipops Fundraising    

Make homemade suckers and sell them for your next fundraising event.  With a 
relatively small investment in ingredients, combined with a little teamwork and 
fun in the kitchen you can make and sell hundreds of handmade lollipops. The 
cost of materials for making 300 lollipops (including sugar, corn syrup, molds, 
flavoring, food coloring, sticks, sucker bags and twist ties) will be about $40.  
Sell them for $.75 each and your profit will be $185. 

 

Lollipop Recipe: 

1 3/4 cups granulated sugar 
1 1/2 cups light corn syrup 
1 cup water 
2 teaspoons candy flavoring oil, any flavor 
1/4 teaspoon liquid food coloring (any color) 

lollipop molds - any shape 
lollipop sticks 
sucker bags 
twist ties 

Prepare molds by lightly spraying with non-stick cooking spray and inserting sucker sticks.  In a large 
saucepan, mix together sugar, corn syrup and water.  Stir over medium heat until sugar dissolves.  
Bring mixture to a boil without stirring.  When syrup temperature reaches 260 degrees F., add 
color.  Do not stir; boiling action will incorporate color into syrup. Remove from heat at 300 
degrees F. or when drops of syrup from hard, brittle threads in cold water.  After boiling action 
ceases, add flavoring oil and stir.  Pour syrup into lightly oiled lollipop molds and allow to cool at 
room temperature (do not refrigerate) .  Remove from molds and wrap in individual plastic sucker 
bags and tie with a twist tie.  Depending on mold size, this recipe will make about 30 - 40 suckers. 

Time & Talents FundraisingTime & Talents FundraisingTime & Talents FundraisingTime & Talents Fundraising    

Instead of asking for donations from your members and supporters or 
selling a specific product or service, consider giving money away! This relies 
on your volunteers and supporters individual ideas, talents, dedication, and 
their willingness to do something special for your organization. Each 
individual raises funds in a manner that interests them. How does it work?  
Your organization provides a small amount of "seed money" to each 
participant - $5 to $20 - and challenges them to use the money and their 
ingenuity to raise funds.  

 

This could include buying ingredients and selling baked goods, purchasing materials for handmade 
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crafts to sell, gasoline for a lawnmower to cut grass, printing flyers advertising a personal service, 
buying an inexpensive product and re-selling it, etc. The possibilities are endless and encourage 
individual creativity.  

The participants will conduct their individual fundraiser at a time and place of their choosing. No 
major planning, space needs, or clean-up effort required. Just set a starting and ending date, provide 
the seed money, and then get out of the way! Depending on the type of projects chosen, think of 
the human interest publicity you could generate for your organization.  

You can expect the participants to multiply their seed money several times, regardless of their 
project. This probably won't be a big money maker but can be great fun. On the other hand, if 100 
participants took $10 each and just doubled their money (a very modest expectation), your group 
would net $1000. Not bad for minimal planning and it can definitely be a fun fundraiser! 

If your group is short on funds, consider asking each participant to provide their own seed money. 
Since the amount is small, most will agree. While this idea will work for any group, it is especially 
good for church group fundraising. 

Haircut FuHaircut FuHaircut FuHaircut Fundraising:ndraising:ndraising:ndraising: A barber shop in York, Pennsylvania held a six-hour Cut-A-Thon to help 
pay the medical bills of a seriously ill child. 

Potato Bar With Mr. Potato Head FundraisingPotato Bar With Mr. Potato Head FundraisingPotato Bar With Mr. Potato Head FundraisingPotato Bar With Mr. Potato Head Fundraising    

We had a fundraising potato bar dinner open to the entire church. We had baked many 
potatoes and had all the fixins' to go with them.  We also had salads and desserts donated by 
the parents of the youth.  No set price; donations only.  We also had one young man dressed 
in a Mr. Potato Head costume walking around making sure every one had everything they 
needed and his parts were Velcro so the little kids had a blast taking him apart and putting him 
back together!  We made good fundraising dollars on this one.   

Note:  we heard from some Thrivent volunteers that their local Wendy’s baked their potatoes 
FOR THEM for an event like this and donated the potatoes and the service! 

Cardboard Boat Race FundraisingCardboard Boat Race FundraisingCardboard Boat Race FundraisingCardboard Boat Race Fundraising     
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floatability! 

    

Sell Your Wares FundraisingSell Your Wares FundraisingSell Your Wares FundraisingSell Your Wares Fundraising    

Our mothers' group at church hosted a "sell your wares" fundraising evening last November.  
Our members who normally sell items at home parties (e.g., Longaberger Baskets, Tupperware, 
Usborne Books, Avon, Tastefully Simple, Home Interior, Fabulous Finds, Pampered Chef, 
People Fit, Party Lights), set up vendors' tables in our church meeting room.  They were 
available for two hours one evening for people to come in and do a little early Christmas 
shopping.  The saleswomen had some cash-and-carry items, as well as catalogs for items to be 
delivered in time for Christmas.  Each saleswoman donated her profits from the evening to the 
group's treasury. The fundraising event was hugely successful!    Source: Kate S. 

Test Drive FundraisingTest Drive FundraisingTest Drive FundraisingTest Drive Fundraising    

BMW of Northwest Arkansas in Rogers, Arkansas offered folks a chance to test drive a BMW. 
For every mile driven, the BMW corporation donated a dollar to the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation. This is an easy fundraiser! Obviously the car dealers want folks to drive 
their cars in hopes they will make a sale. They do this every day from their showrooms. Since 
your organization will be providing free advertising and hopefully getting more "test drivers" 
to their dealership, a local car dealer in your area may offer something similar to BMW.  

    

Care Package FundraisingCare Package FundraisingCare Package FundraisingCare Package Fundraising    

Student care packages fundraising is especially popular during the first week of classes or during 
major exam periods.  Packages could include candy, chips, hot chocolate, cookies, mug, fruit, 
magazine, stuffed animal, joke item, etc. that would be appropriate for male or female 
students at colleges or other schools where the student lives away from home.  Parents are 
always looking for ideas on things to send their kids when they are away from home.  Send 
order forms to the parents who can order the packages as a surprise gift.  

Make the fundraising care packages yourself or work with a commercial company that 
specializes in care packages and gift baskets.  You will make the most money preparing the 
packages yourself but it will take more work.  You could look at what commercial companies 
(just search for 'care packages' on the Internet) offer since they have a wide variety of options.  
Then you can use those ideas yourself. 

Benefit Sing FundraisingBenefit Sing FundraisingBenefit Sing FundraisingBenefit Sing Fundraising    
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My group held a benefit singing fundraising event at our church this past December. We had 
local singers, made our own flyers to distribute at local businesses to promote it, and even 
managed to get one of our local Christian radio stations to advertise it for us too. Our local 
newspaper helped promote it for us as well. We didn't even ask for an admission price. We just 
took up a "love offering", and we also got some of the ladies from the church to provide food 
after the singing, for everyone that attended. We still managed to raise $500 for the Relay for 
Life Cancer Fund. And best of all, everyone seemed to have a great time, with lots of food, 
fellowship, and great music.  

Polar Bear Plunge FundraisingPolar Bear Plunge FundraisingPolar Bear Plunge FundraisingPolar Bear Plunge Fundraising    

A number of communities host Polar Bear (or similar) plunges into frigid 
winter waters to support Special Olympics and other worthy causes. They 
are open to anyone willing to “bear” the elements for a good cause. The 
object is simple. Raise money then plunge into the cold water! The 
charities raise funds from entry fees, sponsorships and the sale of  "Plunge" 
souvenirs. The success of these events shows there are plenty of generous 
(and maybe crazy) people everywhere. 

 

 
More: You could call them a bunch of cold, calculating 
folks who care. Their mothers just call them "crazy." And 
they are increasing in number each year. Nearly naked 
souls run, walk and waddle across snow-covered Hampton 
Beach in Nashua, New Hampshire, in February for the 
Penguin Plunge to support Special Olympics.  

Even More: The spirit of giving mixed with a brr-risk 
silliness on the Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, boardwalk 

Lake Ice Melting FundraisingLake Ice Melting FundraisingLake Ice Melting FundraisingLake Ice Melting Fundraising    

The Golden K Kiwanis Club of Janesville, Wisconsin holds an annual Truck 
on Ice fund-raiser to benefit local charities. The contest involves 
determining when the shell of a Chevrolet Suburban placed on a lagoon will 
break through the ice and sink into the water. A clock installed in the 
vehicle records the exact moment at which the Suburban submerges, allows 
Kiwanis members to determine the fundraiser winners. Opportunities to 
guess when the truck will sink are $5 each or three for $10. Tickets 

 



 19

Lake Ice Melting FundraisingLake Ice Melting FundraisingLake Ice Melting FundraisingLake Ice Melting Fundraising    

The Golden K Kiwanis Club of Janesville, Wisconsin holds an annual Truck 
on Ice fund-raiser to benefit local charities. The contest involves 
determining when the shell of a Chevrolet Suburban placed on a lagoon will 
break through the ice and sink into the water. A clock installed in the 
vehicle records the exact moment at which the Suburban submerges, allows 
Kiwanis members to determine the fundraiser winners. Opportunities to 
guess when the truck will sink are $5 each or three for $10. Tickets 
containing guesses for the fundraiser are stored in a sealed container.  

 

 
An Alternative: An annual barrel-on-the-lake fundraiser is held to benefit the Alta Lake 
School in Whistler, British Columbia. Every winter, a barrel is placed out on a frozen Alta 
Lake and residents purchase tickets, filling in the date and time when they think the ice 
will melt and the barrel will fall in. When spring comes and the barrel floats past a certain 
point, the person who guessed the closest time wins. The proceeds are split 50-50 
between the school and the lucky guesser. 

SingSingSingSinging Christmas Card Fundraisinging Christmas Card Fundraisinging Christmas Card Fundraisinging Christmas Card Fundraising    

Similar to a singing telegram, this fund raiser is easy because everyone can sing Christmas 
carols. Form singing teams of three or more, and assign each team a particular night to deliver 
singing cards. For each team, designate a captain who'll be the spokesperson when the team 
arrives to sing for customers. Have them dress in unique costumes and take along Christmas 
cookies to hand out. Advertise your service to your community and your church. 

Car Smash FundraisingCar Smash FundraisingCar Smash FundraisingCar Smash Fundraising    

The New Haven Heritage Association held a Dash and Smash fundraiser 
which pitted three six-person teams against one another to see which 
could completely destroy a car, using only hand tools, in the shortest 
time. A police department team, a fire department team and a team from 
the New Haven Heritage Association vied for the fundraiser trophy.  
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safety. Bleachers were set up an admission fee charged for the event. 

Gift Wrapping FGift Wrapping FGift Wrapping FGift Wrapping Fundraisingundraisingundraisingundraising    

Get in touch with a store or mall in your area and ask about setting up a 
gift-wrapping fundraising booth for their customers for Valentine's Day, 
Mother's Day, Father's Day and/or Christmas. Just like regular gift 
wrapping stations, you can charge different amounts for different levels of 
wrapping. You will need to invest in boxes, tape, wrapping paper, and 
bows. You can either accept donations, or charge a fee per gift (depending 
on size, etc.). Usually the store will let you make announcements 
advertising your booth over their intercom while you are there gift-
wrapping. Make sure you have enough people on hand to staff the booth 
during times advertised. 

 
 
 

Remember that your "Wrap Staff" are representing your group and cooperating merchant and 
should act and dress appropriately. Do not waste gift-wrap material by creating "works of art" 
during down time. Even if you are using scraps, it gives the appearance that you are wasting 
supplies. Do not tape directly on the box you are wrapping. Some boxes contain collector's 
items that lose their value if you disfigure the outside packaging. Be safe. Don't use tape on 
the box.  

TwoTwoTwoTwo----Buck Lunch Fundraising: Buck Lunch Fundraising: Buck Lunch Fundraising: Buck Lunch Fundraising: Most people go out to lunch with other people from their 
office and spend lots of money on costly meals every week. Help them and help your youth 
group at the same time. Pick a week and make announcements to the offices in your area that 
you will be selling sack lunches. Have your group make enough lunches for all the offices in 
your area. Take about 20 lunches to each office (this number may vary depending on how 
many people work there). Put a flyer in front of the lunches explaining what you are earning 
money for and what comes in each lunch. Sell the lunches for $2.00. (You could even sell 
them for $3.00 if you feel like it's not too much.) Leave a box or something where they can 
put their money. Be sure to keep close count of how many lunches you leave and how much 
money is earned each day. This could turn into an ongoing relationship between you and 
certain offices. Let them know that they are free to call with orders and you will provide 
lunches according to what and when they order. 

Don't Come Event FundraisingDon't Come Event FundraisingDon't Come Event FundraisingDon't Come Event Fundraising    

A don't come fundraising event is a clever way of asking for donations in a novel and 
humorous manner. First things first! This event will never actually happen -- other than on 
paper. You send invitations to supporters - and potential supporters - for a spectacular event 
with scrumptious food, exciting entertainment, and a glamorous guest of honor.  The sky's 
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the limit since the event won't actually occur.  Let your imagination run wild! 

Why in the world would you do this? Because it's a good way to raise funds and have some fun at 
the same time -- something that's nearly impossible to do when trying to raise money. Your 
only costs are the printing of the invitations, thank you notes and postage. If you can get some 
of this donated, that's even better.  

Send the invitations to as many people as you want - overcrowding will not be a problem. In 
addition to your regular supporters, be sure to include local political leaders, businessmen and 
media personnel.  You should also send press releases to the media outlets in your area. They are 
always looking for humorous current event items. Make sure you include information on how 
someone can purchase a ticket. 

Okay ... so why would anyone buy a ticket to a non-existent fundraising event?  Because there are 
a lot of very busy people who are willing to support a good cause but don't have the time, 
energy, and/or interest to go to one more rubber-chicken dinner. Purchasing a ticket to a don't 
come event lets them support a worthy cause while relaxing at home. Plus, they will appreciate 
your ingenuity. 

You should make your invitations classy - printed on good quality paper. After all, the invitation 
is all they will get for their ticket purchase. Make it just like an invitation to any formal affair. You 
can use a standard good quality thank you card. Make sure that the invitations and thank you 
cards are hand addressed to make them more personal. Oh ... and since the recipient gets nothing 
for their ticket purchase, make sure you include a notice with their thank you card that their 
donation is fully tax deductible.  

Variations:Variations:Variations:Variations: Have a don't come fundraising sporting event where members of your group 'don't 
play' the Harlem Globetrotters, Green Bay Packers, etc.; a debate between someone in your 
organization and President Bush, Arnold Schwarzenegger, or some other famous person on a 
'nutty' topic; or .....? Be creative. Be humorous. Have fun. Make money! 

Dog Treats FundraisingDog Treats FundraisingDog Treats FundraisingDog Treats Fundraising    

We go to the local Dollar Stores and look for cute containers we can fill with dog treats. We really 
got lucky at "only $1" when we found ceramic containers with paw prints on them (absolutely 
darling and only $1 each - unbelievable!). Then we go to grocery store and buy some natural dog 
treats (the ones we get are heart-shaped and pretty unique) and put 10-15 depending on size in zip-
lock plastic bags and put them inside the containers. We end up with less than $2.00 in each 
container and we sell them for $10.  

We have lots of teens and pre-teens who are willing to do fundraisers for us, so we have them take 
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about 25 of them and set up in front of different stores or during different community events. If 
the teens are pretty good at talking to people, they usually end up selling most or all of them, so it's 
a very easy $150-200 bucks (net), plus it helps to get your name out to more people.  We always 
give out brochures about our shelter while we are out there, so we get more bang for our buck. If 
you can get the biscuits and/or containers donated, you would make even more. Source: Barb  

Option 1:Option 1:Option 1:Option 1: Make homemade dog biscuits. Find a recipe online and put them in baggies to sell for a 
dollar. It cost us about 6 dollars for all the supplies and we made way more than that. Plus they sell 
great because its not your usual fundraiser. 

 

MomMomMomMom----OOOO----Gram FundraisingGram FundraisingGram FundraisingGram Fundraising    

Make corsages for a special event such as Mother's Day, Homecoming, St. 
Patrick's Day, Valentine's Day, etc as a fundraising project.  Take orders 
ahead of time and collect the $10 payment in advance.  Be sure to collect 
full particulars regarding the recipient's name and delivery address.  Have 
small note cards available for purchasers to complete to accompany the 
corsages.  A few samples for display at your table or booth will help 
promote sales.  Advance orders and collections will allow you to purchase 
only what you need to make the number of corsages ordered and reduce 
the need for advance funds.   

 

On the Saturday before Mother's Day (or the night before or morning of  your chosen event) deliver 
the corsages with accompanying cards.  For an extra charge, the corsage can be accompanied with a 
singing telegram.  

Variation:Variation:Variation:Variation: Breakfast in Bed Fundraising.  Make up baskets of bagels with cream cheese, a banana or 
orange, mug with a coffee and tea bag inside, and a Danish or muffin. You could also include a 
magazine or a rose. Take orders in the weeks beforehand. Arrange for pickups that morning or charge 
more for delivery. 

Canoe Joust FundraisingCanoe Joust FundraisingCanoe Joust FundraisingCanoe Joust Fundraising    

For a donation to support the Bowers Beach Fire Company in Bowers Beach, Delaware, teams 
participate in the annual Canoe Joust. The canoes don’t exactly evoke the image of a charging steed – 
they glide a little hesitantly toward each other – but in a short time, the foes are within striking 
distance. A jouster must cleanly hit their opponent straight on; no swinging is allowed. While the 
jousters try to keep their balance atop their mid-canoe platform, the two paddlers on each team 
maneuver the boats around. Team members must wear helmets and life jackets 
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Alternative Transport Fundraising:Alternative Transport Fundraising:Alternative Transport Fundraising:Alternative Transport Fundraising: Get sponsored to find different ways to get to and from work each 
day for a week. You could be sponsored for the number of days you succeed or for the number of 
different methods you find e.g. walking backwards, cycling, skateboarding, roller skating etc. 

Baby Walk/Toddle Fundraising:Baby Walk/Toddle Fundraising:Baby Walk/Toddle Fundraising:Baby Walk/Toddle Fundraising: Organize a sponsored walk or toddle for parents and babies. This can 
be combined with best dressed baby competition, toddler fancy dress or toddlers and teddies picnic. 

Bastille Day Fundraising:Bastille Day Fundraising:Bastille Day Fundraising:Bastille Day Fundraising: Organize a French-themed evening on 14 July and sell tickets. French cheese, 
wine, garlic, French bread and pates are required. 

Pancake Races FundPancake Races FundPancake Races FundPancake Races Fundraising:raising:raising:raising: Shrove Tuesday is the traditional day for this, but you hold a race at any 
time of year. You require some frying pans, some pancakes and competitors/teams who can be 
charged an entry fee. Hold the race in several heats, noting the team's times and keeping a league 
table. Teams can pay another fee to have another go and get a better time. This could be held as a 
relay race or even over some obstacles. 

Parachute Jump Fundraising:Parachute Jump Fundraising:Parachute Jump Fundraising:Parachute Jump Fundraising: Some parachute jump clubs run charity events for novices to do a day's 
training and a single parachute jump. You will either pay reduced rate for the training/jump or your 
sponsorship money will be split between their chosen charity and your chosen charity. Pluck up your 
courage and have a go. 

Plastic Duck Race Fundraising:Plastic Duck Race Fundraising:Plastic Duck Race Fundraising:Plastic Duck Race Fundraising: Will require permission of local authorities and river authority. You 
will need a net to catch the plastic ducks after the finishing line (to prevent pollution). Requires 
budget to buy plastic ducks, but they can be reused annually. Paint numbers on the side of each duck 
(waterproof pen). Entrants buy numbered ducks which are then dropped into a nearby river or brook; 
the first to cross the finishing line wins a prize for its owner. 

Pooh Sticks Fundraising:Pooh Sticks Fundraising:Pooh Sticks Fundraising:Pooh Sticks Fundraising: Have Pooh sticks races using small sticks (collect ones which have already 
fallen off of bushes/trees) under a bridge. Sticks race down a river or stream.  Have it as a knockout 
competition, each heat is the best-of-three tries. Charge an entry fee. 

 
Some ideas from around the country: 
 

Sell May baskets.  Can be basket or paper cornucopia filled with live, paper or silk flowers.  Add a 
cookie on a stick with a paper doily and create a handle. 

 
Join with other area congregations and sponsor a golf tournament, 10-k run/walk, walk and roll, 
bike rally, baseball, basketball, or soccer tournament, harvest fest, etc.  Start an annual tradition 
that will help different causes in the area each year. 

 
Sponsor a potato pancake breakfast.  Feature homemade applesauce. 
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Provide a “Gourmet to Go” specialty like stew, chili, or soup.  Get containers and sell after church 
as a take home meal.  Accompany with homemade breads and muffins.  Ask merchants to donate 
the containers. 

 
Plant and garden sale.  Include hand made bird houses, bird feeders, etc. 

 
Sponsor an herb fair and sell herbs and recipes for herb flavored dishes.  Can also feather a cooking 
display on how to use herbs.  Teach participants how to build their own herb garden. 

 
Sell logs of cookie dough for Christmas.  This is also good for back to school and other holiday 
events. 

 
Sell Mix-in-a-Jar with recipe attached.  Cornbread, cookies, soups, etc.  People are often willing to 
donate canning jars. 

 
Sponsor a “More than Just Lutheran Coffee!” hour between and after services.  Have urns of 
specialty coffees and provide condiments like chocolate curls, whipping cream, assorted flavors, 
sugar cubes, etc.  Provide recipe directions.  Give each concoction a name like “Reformation 
Refresher.” 

 
Cut and sell firewood 

 
Provide a photo day to capture family pictures, children and animals.  Enlist the support of a good 
amateur photographer.  Use as fundraiser.  Can include finger printing. 

 
Strawberry Festival featuring shortcake, parfaits, sundaes, chocolate dipped, and strawberries with 
cream.  Prepare a menu, and have people donate what they think the delicacy is worth. 

 
Summer Salad Take-Home Buffet.  Have a master green salad mix and then have a table of fixings.  
People pay by the pound or container. 

 
Sell corsages or roses on Easter or Mother’s Day.  Don’t forget something for Dad on Father’s Day. 

 
Serve a “High Tea” with tea sandwiches, petit fours, fruit, etc.  Have a selection of fancy straw hats 
for guests to wear.  Take their photo with a digital camera.  Suggest a donation for event. 

 
Apple pie bake.  Take orders a month in advance, and have people pick them up after church. 

 
Heavenly Strudel.  The name says it all.  Create National Strudel Day and have it ready to sell by 
the slice.  Decorate with all kinds of apples.  Sell apple crafts, etc. 

 
Sports equipment sale.  Members donate used sports equipment.  Sell at reasonable prices. 
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Silent Auction baskets.  Have each church group create and donate one basket.  You maintain a 
list of themes to avoid duplication. 

 
Sell root beer floats after church on a hot summer day.  These can also be made with sugar free ice 
cream and root beer. 

 
Lemon Day—sell everything made from lemons 

 
Sponsor a dinner-less dinner.  Have a table set up after church and let people donate without 
having to come out to a dinner.  Give each donor a recipe card with a great simple meal to make 
at home. 

 
Sell gardening kits—seeds, or small potting plants, garden gloves, fertilizer, potting soil, care 
instructions, small birdhouse, and birdseed.  Buy in bulk to raise funds. 

 
Sponsor an art day.   People of all ages bring their art for sale.  Offer a workshop in matting and 
framing artwork.  Donate funds for congregational need. 

 
Host a book sale of donated books.  Have coffee and donuts.  Proceeds benefit an early childhood 
center or school.  Have children make bookmarks for sale. 

 
Provide a class in beginning needle work for all ages.  Provide supplies.  Ask for donation.  Create a 
sample to donate to children’s center. 

 
Sponsor Christmas ornament sale.  Get donation from members of congregation and local stores.  
Sell Christmas cookies, cakes, and candies. 

 
Sell engraved bricks and place them in a walkway.  People like to leave a lasting impression.  Find 
an area to either build or replace a walkway or courtyard.  Locate a supplier of engraved bricks on 
the internet.   500 bricks sold at about $35 each yields approximately $10,000 in profit. 

 
Tailgate tag sale.  On a Saturday, rent spaces in your parking lot.  Bakers, crafters, jewelry makers, 
etc. can sell their good out of the back of the car or truck.  Appeal to parents by having an 
inflatable highly visible from the road.   

 
Picnic basket auction—put together the coolest looking picnic baskets and auction off to the 
highest bidder or offer suggested donation. 

 
Barbeque and cow patty toss.  Make cow patties out of paper mache.  Let dry in round cake pan, 
and paint brown!  Toss across goal line or into an empty, clean toilet. 

 
Customized cookies—sell after church. 
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Homemade gourmet popcorn sale.  Add a number of flavorings.  
 

Personalized labels.  Request donation of labels from office supply store.  Have computer set up 
with printer ready to go. 

 
Fruity fundraiser.  Sell fruit tarts, pies, bar cookies.  Use every fruit imaginable.  Sell by the slice. 

 
Smoothie Sunday.  Bring on the blenders and create favorite sippers for the way home from 
church or at any event where refreshments might sell.. 

 
Pasta By the Pound.  Get out the pasta makers and take orders.  Accompany with pesto and sauce. 

 
Rice Pudding Rumble.  Take orders or sell by the cup, bowl or gallon!  A Lutheran favorite! 

 
Set up a Refreshment stand at an estate sale, a 4th of July parade, canoe race, a 3-mile run, 
anywhere there’s a crowd! 

 
Conduct an old fashioned taffy pull.  Fun for the entire family!  Sell it by the bag for a fundraiser. 

 
BuildBuildBuildBuild a Mountain Buffet Dinner a Mountain Buffet Dinner a Mountain Buffet Dinner a Mountain Buffet Dinner    
    
Guests are asked to make a contribution as if they were “Out to Dinner” at a local restaurant.  
Volunteers were asked to sign up to contribute the following buffet items.  The recipe is from a 
minister’s wife who was often called on to feed a large group on short notice.  Food items are 
numbered on the buffet table and guests are asked to place items on their plate in the numbered 
sequence. 
 

1. hot boiled rice 
2. Chinese noodles 
3. diced chicken or turkey 
4. hot thick gravy 
5. diced raw celery 
6. diced red onions 
7. thinly sliced tomatoes 
8. drained crushed pineapple 
9. grated sharp cheddar cheese 
10. hot thick gravy 
11. shredded coconut 
12. slivered almonds 
13. maraschino cherries 
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Project12BasketsProject12BasketsProject12BasketsProject12Baskets    
This is a completely different approach to fundraising, something truly revolutionary and developed 
and operated by Lutherans.  The name of Project12Baskets comes from Jesus’ miraculous feeding of 
the 5,000.  Even after everyone was fed, 12 baskets of leftovers were gathered.  And this fundraising 
approach relates to “leftovers.”  Often people have things of value for which they have no need.  But 
they also have no connection to anyone who would be willing and able to buy it for what it’s truly 
worth.  Project 12 Baskets connects people who have items they’d be willing to donate to people who 
would like to buy them.   
 
When a donor donates an item or items to Project12Baskets, Project12Baskets sells it and then gives 
the proceeds to the charitable organization or congregation of the donor’s choice.   
 
I have heard about the items on an entire agricultural estate that was donated through 
Project12Baskets.  The family did not have the time to go through all the items on the farm, and they 
were unaware of what was valuable and what was not.  And they realized that a local auction would 
not bring the proceeds that offering these unique items more widely would.  So Project12Baskets and 
local church volunteers sorted all the items and Project12Baskets sold many valuable items with the 
proceeds going to the congregation. 
 
This is from Project12Basket’s brochure: 
 
Raise Significant Funds without asking for Money 
Project12Baskets provides an efficient marketplace exchange where charitable people can donate 
generously without giving money. Utilizing powerful web based technologies and process optimization, 
Project12Baskets helps organizations turn gifted leftovers into bountiful fundraising. 
Project12Baskets truly revolutionizes the giving paradigm by providing a staffed, organized system that 
connects donors and charities with a world of interested buyers! Using a success-based model to fund 
operations means that charities pay nothing upfront. Project12Baskets gets paid a transaction fee only 
when items are sold with close to 70% of the net proceeds going directly to the charitable organization. 
 

The AbundanceWeaver software is a powerful tool within the Project12Baskets system. Not only does it 
facilitate and organize every step in the fundraising process, but it harnesses the power of electronic 
commerce. Connecting to a variety of public auction sites, AbundanceWeaver delivers broad 
participation and increases the price of items to their optimal value. As the sale takes place, the charity 
gets the dollars and the donor gets a wonderful tax deduction! 
 

Although donated items include just about anything that has monetary value, 
there are certain categories that reap greater rewards. 

The Project12Baskets support team is uniquely qualified to assist charities in identifying and gathering those items 
having the best potential to raise significant funds. 

Categories include 

Cameras 
Power Tools 

Computer Equipment 
Video Games 
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Artwork 
Home/Personal Electronics 

Antiques 
Toys & Dolls 
Event Tickets 
Furniture 

Sporting Goods 
Jewelry 

Hand Bags 
Musical Instruments 
Vehicles and more 

 

This is from an article from the Detroit Free Press on January 20,2008: 
 
There's a vintage, unopened bottle of perfume going for $33.25 and a box of 77 
assorted Matchbox Hot Wheels fetching at least $14.99. 
There's an antique lantern light post for $39.99, an air-conditioning unit for 
$399.99, and a bust of Franklin D. Roosevelt for $22.99. 
All these items are up for auction on eBay. But these are not just for personal gain: 
Most of the proceeds are to go to charities -- an initiative by Project12Baskets, a 
Rochester Hills company. 
The company takes donations of stuff -- everything from furniture to toys to 
jewelry -- puts them up on Web sites like eBay and Craigslist and gives 70% of 
the profits to schools, churches and nonprofit organizations. The rest of the money goes 
to the company for operation expenses. 
Project12Baskets, which started last February, is working with about 60 
organizations and institutions in Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Pennsylvania, Nebraska and Ohio. In the last quarter of 2007, the company raised about 
$60,000 for its partner charities, a company official said. 
Olson said anyone wishing to donate to a specific church, school or charity can do so by 
specifying where they want the proceeds from their merchandise to go. The four high 
schools with the Lutheran High School Association of Greater Detroit has received more 
than $20,000 in donations, which has gone toward tuition grants, faculty salaries, a new 
football scoreboard and other needs, said John Herzog, superintendent of the 
association. 
 
There is a drop-off center in Saginaw, Michigan.  Project12Baskets’ website is project12baskets.comproject12baskets.comproject12baskets.comproject12baskets.com 
and their phone number is 877877877877----448448448448----7122712271227122.... 
    
Macho Bake SaleMacho Bake SaleMacho Bake SaleMacho Bake Sale    
Have a bake sale where everything is baked only by men.  You can even make it a contest among the 
men.  This could be lots of fun if done right. 
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Spud NightSpud NightSpud NightSpud Night    
A “Spud Night” featuring a lavish baked-potato bar makes a great fundraiser.  Check with a restaurant 
supplier to get the largest potatoes.  Then you can distribute them to people to bake them at home, if 
that is easier than baking them together. 
Suggested quantities: 
215 potatoes 
10# grated cheddar cheese 
1 gallon Ranch salad dressing 
1 gallon crouton/potato topping mix 
10# margarine or butter 
10# sour cream 
1# bacon bits 
2 oz. freeze-dried chopped chives 
2 cans (20#) cheese sauce 
1 can (10#) chili 
3 bags chili beans 
3# frozen broccoli 
4 cans chopped green chilis 
9 heads lettuce 
1 lug tomatoes 
Lots of aluminum foil 
Other toppings like salsa, ham, mushrooms, bacon, hamburger 
 
Spud Night Commercial: 
 
#1—say, I heard about your cool fundraiser called Spud Night.  When is that again? 
#2—(with no enthusiasm) Oh, it’s ________ on _________ from ___ to _____ in the ______. 
#1  Hey, you don’t sound very excited about it.  What’s the problem? 
#2 Well, I just don’t think many people are going to come. 
#1  What?  No one come to Spud Night?  These just aren’t your ordinary potatoes, Bud.  These baked 
beauties will be covered with your choice of any delicious toppings like nacho cheese, cheddar cheese, 
chili, salsa, ham, broccoli, mushrooms, sour cream, butter, bacon, hamburger, or onions.  These aren’t 
common taters, I can guarantee that.  Trust me, this spud’s for you.  Besides, a lot of these people love 
potatoes.  Whey they grew up with potatoes at every meal.  In fact, most of these people are part 
potato. 
#2 What do you mean they’re part potato? 
#1  well, when I look over this crowd, I see all sorts of potatoes. 
#2  You do? 
#1  sure.  Look at that guy back there.  se him?  His name is Dick Tator.  He’ll tell his wife to take a 
night off and go to Spud Night. 
#2  Really? 
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#1  Yeah.  And look over there.  See that guy?  His name is Commen Tator.  He’s always got 
something to say.  He’ll be there because he will want something to talk about next Sunday morning 
after church. 
#2  Say, I think I see a tator out there. 
#1  Where? 
#2  look over there.  see that lady?  That’s Hesi Tator.  She’s not sure she wants to come.  What did 
you say would be on those potatoes at Spud Night? 
#1  These baked beauties will be covered with your choice of any delicious toppings like nacho cheese, 
cheddar cheese, chili, salsa, ham, broccoli, mushrooms, sour cream, butter, bacon, hamburger, or 
onions.   
#2  Not so loud! 
#1  why not? 
#2  Because you’ll wake up Medi Tator here in the front row. 
#1  Oh, sorry. 
#2  You know, the more I think about Spud Night and the more I look at this great group of people 
here, the more I really think we’ll have a great turnout. 
#1  Come and support _________________________________. 
 
AfterAfterAfterAfter----Church Salad BarChurch Salad BarChurch Salad BarChurch Salad Bar    
This is easy to do and people love it.  It’s great for fellowship, too.  Purchase and prepare all the very 
best salad bar ingredients—from the basics to some exotic and interesting ones.  If you want people 
to come back next time, too, get some great salad dressing recipes and serve homemade salad 
dressings.  That will cause some enthusiasm!  People can pay by the person, by the family, by the 
pound, or free-will donation.  Make sure you also have carry-out containers available and sell that 
way, too. 
 
Forget LForget LForget LForget Loveoveoveove————I Want to Fall in ChocolateI Want to Fall in ChocolateI Want to Fall in ChocolateI Want to Fall in Chocolate    
Have a chocolate extravaganza!  This is a core idea that can go in many different directions.  Ask 
volunteers to each make a decadent chocolate treat—nothing ordinary allowed!  Maybe do some 
research of good recipes to make available.  There are lots of ways to go from there.  Charge a per-
person fee to come and eat all you can.  Or do a take-out and charge by the pound before Valentine’s 
Day, Easter, or Mother’s Day.  Combine this with another women’s event; use some imagination to 
choose.  I’ve even seen a Run and Eat Chocolate event, giving the women who enter a chance to 
participate in a run and stop at stations to eat chocolate.  Those women can’t decide if they want to be 
healthy or decadent. 
 
Hot Air Balloon RidesHot Air Balloon RidesHot Air Balloon RidesHot Air Balloon Rides    
This is an unusual one, but you can see the wisdom.  Lots of people have said, “I’d like to take a hot 
air balloon ride” but who takes the initiative to actually do so?  But if they knew the proceeds were 
going to a good cause, they might be much more inclined.  Plus it’s more fun to do this with people 
you know around.  Make a deal with a hot air balloon ride outfit and make a deal with them to take 
part of the cost.  Your church grounds should provide a great take-off and landing site, but make sure 
that you research any restrictions in your area. 
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Heaven BraceletsHeaven BraceletsHeaven BraceletsHeaven Bracelets    
Several Michigan groups have made thousands of dollars with this fundraiser.  If you can find a few 
volunteers who either already know how to make jewelry or are willing to learn (it’s very easy) you 
can do this.  The bracelets are based on Revelation 21:10-11, 18-21.   
The Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God shone with the glory of God, and 
its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.  The wall was made of 
jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass.  The foundations of the city walls were decorated 
with every kind of precious stone.  The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third 
chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the 
eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.  
The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl.  The great street of the city was 
of pure gold, like transparent glass.  Revelation 21:10-11, 18-21   

The bracelets feature the 12 stones that represent the foundation stones of the walls of 
heaven.  They are made with silver, Swarovski crystals, and pearls.  Here is a bulletin 
announcement that describes the bracelets:  Why go to the mall to find the perfect Christmas 
gift when you can find it at church?  Supporters of __________________ are selling Heaven 
Bracelets to benefit _________________.  Not only are the bracelets beautiful creations made 
from Swarovski crystals, pearls, and silver, they also serve as reminders of our Real Home.  Just 
see how long you can wear one before someone asks you about it and you have the chance to 
tell them about the Hope that lives in you!  Choose one for your mom, your aunt, your neighbor, 
and your sister for just $40 each.  Quantities are limited, so don’t wait long to call 
________________.  These are the colors of the stones:  

Jasper—green  Sapphire—blue Chalcedony—pale blue and gray  

Emerald—green Sardonyx—orange/red Carnelian—reddish Chrysolite—silver 

Beryl—pink Topaz—yellow Chrysoprase—apple-green Jacinth—orange
 Amethyst—purple 

The bracelets have always sold even before they actually even “go on sale” just by word of mouth and 
seeing the bracelets on someone.  For more information about this project, contact Kathy Reither at 
kathryn.reither@thrivent.com or 866-322-8242. 
    
Ironman ContestIronman ContestIronman ContestIronman Contest    
Select some willing men to compete in this hilarious fundraiser which can be held in conjunction with 
another event.  The contestants, armed with their own iron, board, and hirts, will iron as many shirts 
as possible in a given amount of time.  each shirt is judged for quality and detail while people in the 
audience pledge money to any or all of the “Ironmen” for each shirt completed.  A trophy is 
presented to the best overall Ironman (an iron that doesn’t work anymore would be great!) with 
certificates going to all the contestants.  Money is collected at a designated table before people leave.  
Line up several of the best cooks to make their favorite dessert to bring for the contest, if that’s 
fitting. 
Promotion:  a few weeks before the contest, present a skit to the congregation, playing off the idea of 
the Ironman Triathlon.  One week before the contest, invite one of the contestants who is claiming 
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to be the shoo-in winner to the front and have him show off a shirt he has been “practicing” on.  It 
should be burned clear through in places and scorched in others.   
Ironman Promotional Dialogue: 
 
Perform this promotional skit to your congregation a week or two before the Ironman Contest.  
Equip someone with a ridiculous amount of athletic gear—a bike’s helmet, running shoes, Lycra 
tights, stopwatch, and so on.  Throw in a snorkel and mask and a backpack. 
Person is already in front of the group.  The Ironman enters. 
Person: (as if the Ironman is interrupting) Excuse me! 
Ironman:  Yes? 
Person: who are you? 
 Ironman:  I’m Biff. 
Person: And what are you doing, Biff? 
 Ironman:  I’m training. 
Person: Training for what? 
 Ironman:  the greatest test of man’s endurance, agility, and strength. 
Person: And what might that be? 
 Ironman:  The Ironman Contest.  See my training equipment? 
Person: yeah, that’s impressive, but isn’t the Ironman Triathlon in Hawaii? 
 Ironman:  no.  I just saw posters up everywhere saying there was going to be an Ironman Contest 
here. 
Person: Well, yes, we are having an Ironman Contest, but it’s not the same kind of Ironman Contest. 
 Ironman:  Well, what kind of contest are you having here? 
Person: Would you like to see the trophy? 
 Ironman:  That’s an Iron!! 
Person: Very perceptive!  Our Ironman Contest will decide which of our ironmen from our 
congregation are the best at PRESSING toward their goal of being the best at handling an iron.  The 
contest is to raise money for _______________________________. 
Then give details of where, when, etc. 
 
Set up the contest like a TV game show.  Ask someone to keep a running commentary on the 
contestants during the action.  If possible, pick someone who has a good sense of humor so the 
commentary is funny and fast-paced.  Use a portable scoreboard clock or videotape a 
scoreboard/swimming clock and play the tape to show the time elapsed.  Play some fast-paced game-
show-type music to intensify the contest.  The wives of each contestant can act as personal trainers 
and coaches.  Give them water bottles and sweat rags and let them play their part to the hilt. 
Judging: 
Ironman Contest Judging Form 
For _______________________________________ 
Rate each category on a scale from 1-10. 
___ Completed shirt 
___ Wore apron 
___ Creases on sleeves 
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___ Collar 
___ Button front 
___ Overall crispness of shirt 
___ No help from wife 
___ Total Points 
 
Family FeudFamily FeudFamily FeudFamily Feud    
You won’t have more fun with many fundraisers.  You’ve seen it on TV—now you can host a Family 
Feud night by creating teams from your different organizations.  For example, the Elders, the choir, 
the Sunday School teachers, the Sunday morning Bible class, the ladies group, etc.  Find a person who 
is willing to be the host and use the Family Feud game that you can purchase; there’s even a DVD 
version.  Even better, you can use the questions from the game as ideas and poll your own members 
for theirtheirtheirtheir answers!  And for sure, add some questions that pertain to your own church so that the 
answers are customized to your own group and extra funny.  One church even built a podium 
equipped with buzzers!  To raise funds, you could charge an entry fee for the groups if that is 
appropriate, depending on the cause.  Surely you can charge a small admission charge, including a 
charge for a family.  The best way to raise more funds at this event is to add several more fundraising 
opportunities at the same time—a silent auction, a bake sale, etc.  Check out the ideas in Chapter 4 of 
this publication—Beyond!—for more suggestions.  One idea is to ask each family to bring a snack to 
share and have a table where everyone can add their snacks so that you have a fun smorgasbord of 
treats.  But to raise more funds, refreshments can be sold.  Prizes may make things more fun, too.  To 
promote the event, emphasize the competition.  Include announcements of one team challenging 
another, for example.  Make sure that winners get lots of “bragging rights.”  It’s a natural to do this 
annually and have teams “defend their titles.”  This is a great one for group-building in addition to 
fundraising. 
    
Trivia NightTrivia NightTrivia NightTrivia Night    
This is similar to Family Feud in terms of potential for fun with competition.  There are lots of 
variations, but at one successful Trivia Night that raised $6,000, eight-member teams each donated 
$80 for the opportunity to enjoy fellowship, snacks, trivia, and to compete for honors!  The questions 
can come from a variety of sources like books of trivia, but boxed games that include questions would 
be an excellent resource.  “Who Wants to be a Millionaire” aspects like lifelines can be added for more 
fun.  At the Trivia Night I read about, a local radio personality agreed to come and be “Alex Trebek.”  
Their seven-member committee chose 10 categories.  Trivia planners are always new twists:  team 
members can be asked to guess what their final score will be.  Other times they’re asked what they 
think will be their best category and then get double points for that one are doubled.  They also 
included a prize for the best-decorated team table and other door prizes were given away that had 
been donated. 
    
Watermelon FestWatermelon FestWatermelon FestWatermelon Fest    
Paper napkins, salt shakers, aluminum foil sheets, and a truckload of donated watermelons makes a 
great summertime fundraiser.  Keep the melons cool in a large container with bags of ice.  Pick an 
event that ensures a crowd and your watermelon fest will be a crowd pleaser.  Charge by the slice and 
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have a donation box available as you solicit donations to support your project.  Here are some fun 
games you can use at your fest.  People can purchase the watermelons they need to participate in 
these games: 
Watermelon Grab:  Hide all the watermelons (similar to an Easter egg hunt) and then divide into two 
groups—the “grabbers” and the “taggers.”  The grabbers go out and try to locate and bring back a 
watermelon to “home base” without being tagged by the taggers.  If they are tagged, they must put 
the watermelon down on the spot where they were tagged and “go to jail” for three minutes.  
Grabbers may only be tagged while carrying a watermelon.  The goal is to see how many watermelons 
can be successfully brought into home base within a given time limit.  Switch sides and play again. 
Watermelon Sack Race:  This is just like a regular sack race, only the contestants must carry a 
watermelon as they lop along with both feet in the sack. 
Watermelon Balance:  Each team is given a watermelon and a tennis racket.  Players must carry the 
watermelon on the head of the racket to a goal and back.  Players may hold the racket any way they 
want, but they may not touch the watermelon with any part of the body. 
Speed Eating and Seed Spitting Contest:  Cut the watermelons into wedges and place them on a table.  
Divide into teams of three to five persons each.  Each team gets a cup.  On a signal, teams start eating 
watermelon and spitting their seeds into the cup.  The team that fills up its cup with seeds first is the 
winner. 
Seed Spit-Off:  See who can spit their seeds the farthest. 
Seed Race:  Charge each participant for an equal size slice and race to see who can dig out the most 
seeds with in the time limit. 
Watermelon Carving:  Participants care creative designs with a knife into the watermelon rind. 
 
Hobo DinnerHobo DinnerHobo DinnerHobo Dinner    
This is an outdoor event with lots of originality.  This is a dinner cooked in brand new metal garbage 
cans.  To serve 150: 
50# potatoes 
25# carrots 
5# onions (about 3 per can) 
7 rutabagas 
2 garlic bulbs (I per can—peeled and divided) 
8 dozen ears of corn  Pull back husks enough to pull out silk and pull husks back up.  Soak in  

ice water overnight. 
3 LARGE cabbages  about ¾ bushel, cut in fourths 
50# Kielbasa or other meat  10# smoked 
2# butter  melted and a brush to put on the corn 
48# charcoal 
8 cans of sterno  6 hours each—use with aluminum food warming pans. 
The pit fire was started with wood and then the charcoal was added.  When the charcoal is white, place 
a grate in the bottom of the garbage can, about 4-6 inches from the bottom of the can.  Fill this with 
water so the vegetables and meat will cook/steam.  Layer the vegetables-- potatoes, cabbage, carrots, 
rutabagas, onion-- and Kielbasa on top.  The corn can be added to the very top or cook in a separate 
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garbage can.  If the corn is done separately, add more water to that cooker to steam the corn.  About 
1 ½ to 2 hours to cook.  After the water got hot about 30-40 minutes. 
Submitted by Wayne Franke—the Hobo Dinner was enjoyed a number of time at Trinity, Fenton. 
 
Pottery PartyPottery PartyPottery PartyPottery Party    
This has possibilities as a women’s fundraising event.  Women sign up, preferably with groups of 
friends to go on a field trip to a pottery studio.  There they each choose a piece to glaze and decorate.  
The firing is done later and the pieces are ready to be picked up in about a week.  Many other types of 
studios would have this same potential.  In some areas, pottery studios will bring the party to you.  
Get your group together, let them get creative, and go home with works of art. 
 
TakeTakeTakeTake----Out Chili FeedOut Chili FeedOut Chili FeedOut Chili Feed    
Make a huge vat of chili (not much harder than making a smaller batch) and get ready for Game Day.  
On a Sunday from 9:30 to noon, let customers pick up and take home a quart container of chili, 4 
breadsticks and 2 cookies for $9.  Easy! 
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Kids Are Where It’s AtKids Are Where It’s AtKids Are Where It’s AtKids Are Where It’s At    
Fundraisers that Target Kids or are Done by Kids    

 

ChristkindlmarktChristkindlmarktChristkindlmarktChristkindlmarkt    
 
Kids like to buy Christmas gifts for their family members but can’t shop alone.  Until you organize a 
Christkindlmarkt, that is.  Christkindlmarkt is a children’s Christmas store, but you can certainly call it 
something else if the German thing isn’t for you.  Gifts that especially moms and dads, but also 
brothers and sisters might like are handmade by volunteers throughout the year.  In addition to what 
is donated this way, suitable items can be ordered from companies.  The project is well advertised so 
that kids can bring shopping money to school on the day of the sale.  The store is set up in the school 
gym and helpers help the kids shop.  The gifts are wrapped to take home.  This is a great service as well 
as a good fundraiser. 
 
 
Young Chef’s AcademyYoung Chef’s AcademyYoung Chef’s AcademyYoung Chef’s Academy    
    
If there is one thing that people will spend money for today, it if for their children’s enrichment.  
Parents send their kids to camps and classes with enthusiasm.  Near my house, there is a place called 
the Young Chef’s Academy, subtitled a Cooking School for Kids.  They offer weekly classes with new 
themes each week, weekend classes, birthday parties, private parties, field trips, mini camps, and unique 
cooking gifts for kids.  Now who could teach kids to cook better than Lutheran ladies?  Organize your 
own Young Chef’s Academy, either as a one-time fundraiser or as an ongoing one.  You could also 
use this same idea with sewing, woodworking, or any other skill or talent. 
 
Tried and TrueTried and TrueTried and TrueTried and True    
 
Valley Lutheran High School students have been very successful selling packages of the ice cream 
Dippin Dots.  This would work at tournaments, athletic events, etc.  
 
Immanuel, Alpena sold $25 stock certificates which entitled the purchaser to a postcard from the 
youth going on a mission trip and a dinner afterwards.  I was visiting my in-laws and purchased one, 
and got my postcard. 
 
As with most craft bazaars, they are on the wane.  At Valley Lutheran we were losing traditional 
crafters, so we opened up a separate area to home party vendors—Avon, Home Interiors, Creative 
Memories, etc.  Also, we opened up a classroom and will expand this for vendors to have workdays—
for example, a Creative Memories consultant can use the room all day and invite her clients to 
scrapbook.  If she charged $10, we would get a cut and possibly sell them some food to from the 
luncheon.  Often, scrapbook consultants hold thse all-day sessions in their home, so perhaps church 
rooms could be used.  We also had a lady from Stampin’ Up there in a room. 
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Faith, Bay City youth group did a service auction—lawn mowing, a birthday tea party for little girls, 
homemade baked goods and dinners delivered, babysitting, dog sitting, etc. 
Lori Milroy, West Saginaw 
 
 
Ideas from a public website:Ideas from a public website:Ideas from a public website:Ideas from a public website:    
    
 

BreakfastBreakfastBreakfastBreakfast With ... With ... With ... With ...    

Santa: Santa: Santa: Santa: Hold a Breakfast with Santa fundraising event in 
December.  Sell tickets for $10 in advance, $12 at the door.  
Serve pancakes, sausage, bacon, coffee, milk and juice. 
Servers dress as Santa's elves.  Santa visits each table 
addressing the children by name (courtesy of name tags).   
Santa then retreats to his decorated throne where you sell 
pictures of the children with Santa. Use a Polaroid or a 
digital camera (with laptop computer and printer) on a 
tripod for consistently clear shots.  Arrange a good 
backdrop and/or props such as a sleigh or reindeer.     

 

Experiment ahead of time to determine the best lighting and distance for 
good photos.  Get photo cards or envelopes to make sure the photos get 
home in good shape.  Sing Christmas carols to help pass the time.  Photos 
can be extra or included in the breakfast ticket charge, raise ticket prices 
accordingly.  If included, tables for service could be assigned as participants 
arrive and photo sessions called by table number to avoid long waiting 
lines.  You might also arrange a secret microphone on Santa, with the 
speaker in the parents designated waiting area to learn their child's secret 
wish for Christmas. 

Other OptionsOther OptionsOther OptionsOther Options 

Change the date and costumed characters, and you have Breakfast with the 
Easter Bunny, St Patrick, the Great Pumpkin, Uncle Sam, the Pilgrims, you 
name it. For Easter, you could also include a sale of flowers and spring 
plants or decorated eggs. You can sell appropriately decorated cookies, pies 
or cakes at any event. Many fundraising options. 

Stock In The Youth Group FundraisingStock In The Youth Group FundraisingStock In The Youth Group FundraisingStock In The Youth Group Fundraising    

The concept is to have the church "invest" in the spiritual future of the 
youth group. First, present a video commercial for the event you are 
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fundraising for to the church on a Sunday morning. Then, explain that 
your group is "incorporating" under the laws of Heaven. Offer one share of 
stock for $5.00/share/per month for the next six months. Have the ushers 
pass out stock option slips so people can sign up for their commitment. 
Include the name, address, phone number and a place to write number of 
shares and dollar amount. 

When you get the commitments, prepare stock certificates—certifying how many shares the person 
bought. Make them just like the ones used for real corporations. Mail them out to each person with 
an introduction letter, payment statements and mailing envelopes for three months. You can do a 
second mailing for the last three months to serve as a reminder.  

Then, after the fundraising event you are raising money for, hold a share holders dinner. Cook, serve 
and present to your share holders the benefits of their investment. (Be sure to include the cost of the 
dinner into what you need to earn.) 

BalloonBalloonBalloonBalloon----OOOO----Gram Gram Gram Gram     

Basically, a balloon-o-gram is a telegram with balloons. This youth 
group ran this fundraising event for many months so that it included 
many holidays (Mothers Day, Fathers Day, etc.). Anyone could order a 
balloon-o-gram at anytime. The deliverer would take a bunch of five to 
six balloons, a card and sing a song for the receiver. The cost for the 
balloon-o-gram was on a donation basis.  

A telegram with balloons. A message with each balloon, or you could 
even have a color code: Red is love, Blue is Get Well Soon, Yellow is 
Friendship, Green … well, I think of M&Ms, but maybe something 
calmer like Thinking of You or Just Saying Hello. Make up your own. 
Run this fundraising event for a while, including holidays. From 
February to Memorial Day would give you Valentine's Day, Easter, and 
Mothers Day, as well as birthdays. You need a delivery person who 
knows the area. A real estate agent is great! The driver takes a bunch of 
balloons, a greeting card, and maybe sings a happy song.  

 

Variation:Variation:Variation:Variation:  Lollipop Bouquets containing five lollipops: Charms, Tootsie Pops, Valentine Suckers, 
etc. Tissue paper is used to make the lollipops look like flowers. They are held together with a rubber 
band and a gift tag is attached. Sell these bouquets by pre-order in the morning and during the 
lunches. They are purchased as gifts and are delivered on Valentine's Day. Great for school groups.  
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Youth Auction Fundraising (in Costume)Youth Auction Fundraising (in Costume)Youth Auction Fundraising (in Costume)Youth Auction Fundraising (in Costume)  

Auction off the youth to do jobs, i.e. 6 hours of babysitting, a day of house cleaning, a car wax, etc. 
Auction participants wear costumes or carry props used for the specific job being offered for auction.  
Some jobs can lend themselves to pairs of youth (i.e. window washing-inside and out).  Pairs or 
groups (weeding gardens, cleaning/raking yard) may also be a good idea if you anticipate bidders who 
are not personally known to the youth.    

Youth for Rent FundraisingYouth for Rent FundraisingYouth for Rent FundraisingYouth for Rent Fundraising 

This is a youth auction (as above) with a twist-- bidders get to specify the service rendered.  The 
congregation, or audience, bid on an hourly rate for 2 youths. Once the final rate is established 
(usually around $20 for 2 youths for 1 hour), the people sign up for date, time(s) and job.  The youth 
group then matches 2 youths per job, based on the skills, if any, needed to accomplish the job and 
availability.  Jobs range from house cleaning, babysitting, yard work, painting, packing, moving, etc.  

Ugly Tie Contest FundraisingUgly Tie Contest FundraisingUgly Tie Contest FundraisingUgly Tie Contest Fundraising    

Allow the children and youth of your church to each decorate a man’s neck tie.  Use all sorts of tacky 
things to glue on the ties… buttons, lace, small toys, flowers, etc. Display the ties in a prominent 
location in your church.  Put a jar or bucket beneath each tie.  One penny equals one vote.  The tie 
which receives the most votes at the end of a month is the winner.  The pastor gets to wear the 
winner.  My husband (our pastor) looked gorgeous this year with his tacky tie. 

Pumpkin Festival FundraisingPumpkin Festival FundraisingPumpkin Festival FundraisingPumpkin Festival Fundraising    

Have a fundraising pumpkin festival in October or November with 
pumpkins for the children to paint. Cover a table with newspaper (tape it 
down with masking tape so it stays covered). Set out liquid tempera paints, 
paintbrushes and plastic yogurt containers filled with water for rinsing the 
brushes. Let the kids paint goofy or creepy faces on the pumpkins. Add in 
pumpkin baked goods including a pumpkin pie bake-off. Serve pumpkin 
pie along with hot beverages, games and other complementary activities. 
The result is fun and fundraising! 

SmoresSmoresSmoresSmores    

Good for Cub Scouts at a fun night at school or other event. Have a 
toaster oven and lots of graham crackers, marshmallows, and chocolate 
bars. Sell smores for a dollar apiece made by the scouts. Have small paper 
plates and toaster oven proof pans for toasting the marshmallows. And 
oven mitts. You can also decorate the back side of the oven to look like a 
campfire and add flames to the top with wire.  
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Flag SubscripFlag SubscripFlag SubscripFlag Subscription Service Fundraisingtion Service Fundraisingtion Service Fundraisingtion Service Fundraising                    

This is an ongoing fundraising idea. Basically, it is a service where your 
group installs a nice national flag in the front yard of the subscriber on 
each of five or more patriotic days.  The flags are put out early in the 
morning and retrieved in the evening.  This is particularly appropriate for 
Scout group fundraising.   

After subscriptions are sold, purchase the flags, aluminum conduit (for 
poles) and PVC pipe.  That way you only buy what materials you actually 
need, although you may wish to allow some extra for last minute 
subscribers.   The PVC is cut to about 14 inches and put into the ground as 
a receptacle for the flag pole which is about 5 foot long.  The PVC should 
be 'planted' ahead of time.  Be sure to keep a record of specifically where it 
is located on each property.  Make sure the pipe and PVC are a reasonably 
close fit to keep your flag upright.  You can add a threaded end on top and 
cap the PVC when not in use to keep out dirt and rocks. But be sure the 
top is below 'lawn mover height' to avoid damage.  Use a hack saw to cut 
the poles and PVC to the desired lengths.  Drill holes in the pipe to attach 
the flag with picture hanging or other sturdy wire for long wear. 

The subscription cost for 1 year is $25-$50.  The first year, expect to clear 
about half of the proceeds after paying for the flags and accessories. Renew 
subscribers annually.  Subsequent years are mostly profit - allowing for the 
replacement of damaged or worn flags and receptacles.  Advertise in local 
neighborhood papers, "sell" door-to-door, or set up a booth outside the 
local grocery or at sports events.  Confine your 'sales' to a geographic area 
that's doable for your group.  Split the coverage area and assign 2-4 person 
teams to each.  That way you can get finished quicker and provide back-up 
coverage when a team member is out of town.  Be sure to leave a contact 
number with your subscribers so they can refer friends and neighbors who 
want to participate.  This fundraising project can raise funds and make your 
participants and supporters feel good. 

    

Hearts Marathon FundraisingHearts Marathon FundraisingHearts Marathon FundraisingHearts Marathon Fundraising    

For this fundraising idea, your members play the card game "hearts" for 24 
consecutive hours. (You could probably use any card game you wanted—
as long as it was the same card game for 24 hours.) You solicit pledges per 
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point accrued for each player. For example, someone signs up to pledge 
one penny per point and if the student earns 2,000 points during the 24 
hours, the total pledge is $20. This church says that staying up playing 
cards for 24 hours and still being nice to your fellow players is a test of 
your faith! 

    

Bagging for Bucks FundraisingBagging for Bucks FundraisingBagging for Bucks FundraisingBagging for Bucks Fundraising    

We have kids bag groceries for our organization at local grocery stores for 
fundraising tips.  Have a coffee can sitting at the end of the checkout and 
give the kids some basic bagging lessons beforehand...no bread on the 
bottom, etc.  It's a great time and the donations are pretty generous. 

Grocery stores let us go into their stores and bag and carry groceries for 
tips. We make a flyer to hand shoppers at the door when they walk in 
explaining we are there to bag and carry groceries free of charge and if they 
choose to make a donation, please feel free to drop money in the 
decorated coffee cans provided at each register. The students bag the 
groceries and load them into the cart after the cashier has rung them up 
and offer assistance to load them into the customers’vehicles. 

Can & Bottle Drive Can & Bottle Drive Can & Bottle Drive Can & Bottle Drive     

You start off about 1 or 2 weeks ahead of time by sending out or passing 
out flyers door to door telling the residents that you will be coming 
around on a designated date to collect cans and bottles for your 
fundraising project (i.e., a trip or charity). Then on that date that you 
designated you go door to door and collect the cans and bottles. You will 
need many cars (trucks are helpful) then take them back to a location to 
be returned. 

 

Iron Man Miniature Golf Tournament Iron Man Miniature Golf Tournament Iron Man Miniature Golf Tournament Iron Man Miniature Golf Tournament     

Reserve a miniature golf course for your youth group fundraising event. 
Have each student ask people to sponsor them per hole they play. (.10¢ 
per hole.) Then, run the tournament just like an Iron Man competition 
except you play on the miniature golf course. Play 100 holes in two hours 
or as many as you can do in two hours. Kids can raise $100.00 by just 
getting 10 people to sponsor them at .10¢ per hole. For the group in 
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Tennessee, some students raised as much as $700.00. 

Play Dough FundraisingPlay Dough FundraisingPlay Dough FundraisingPlay Dough Fundraising    

One idea I have is a play dough fundraiser.  
Make a bunch of play dough or various types of 
play dough (There are so many recipes out there 
and they all have something unique about them 
from smell (kool-aid), texture (cornstarch or 
salt), to tasting!  Put them in empty frosting 
containers with a label on them with their color 
and type and a description of that type of play 
dough if necessary. (Source: Annie) 

 

When you’re children have run out of store-bought play dough or are 
in the mood to create something on their own, you may consider 
helping them make their own play dough. There are several simple and 
fun recipes for play dough that require just a few regular kitchen 
ingredients you may already have. Mix together one cup of flour, 
one-half cup of salt, one cup of water, two teaspoons of cream of 
tartar, one teaspoon of salad oil, and the food coloring of your 
choice. Cook for three minutes over low heat. Stir well and add food 
coloring. A way to make this play dough scented is to add powdered 
drink mix to the batch. It adds a bit of color as well as the scent of the 
flavor of the drink mix, such as grape, cherry, or orange. Store the play 
dough in a plastic container between uses. Another type of play 
dough that children may enjoy making is one they can actually snack 
on while cooking and playing called “edible play dough.” Combine 
two cups of smooth peanut butter, two cups of rolled oats, two cups 
of dried milk, and two-thirds of a cup of honey. Add in optional tasty 
extras such as rice cereal, coconut sprinkles, chocolate chips, and red 
hots. Mix all of the ingredients until thoroughly combined. Cover a 
countertop or table with wax paper to use as a work surface for them 
to create their play dough masterpieces. Store the play dough in an 
airtight container between uses.  

Thon FundraisingThon FundraisingThon FundraisingThon Fundraising 

The Valley Forge Patriot Band holds a Fundraising washFundraising washFundraising washFundraising wash----aaaa----thonthonthonthon every year.  It is a pledge car wash 
where the kids receive a per car pledge or flat donation.  Car wash is free -- we just try to get the 
numbers up.  Payout is based on the number of cars washed by the entire marching band. 
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Matchbox Challenge Fundraising:Matchbox Challenge Fundraising:Matchbox Challenge Fundraising:Matchbox Challenge Fundraising: Ask children to collect as many different items as possible that will 
all fit into a matchbox; sponsorship can be raised per item collected. 

Restaurant Take Over FundraisingRestaurant Take Over FundraisingRestaurant Take Over FundraisingRestaurant Take Over Fundraising    

Youth group contacted a local restaurant and volunteered to serve as dishwashers, bus persons, and 
buffet servers during the winter season, which is a slow time due to less tourists. We negotiated an 
amount the restaurant owner would donate for the volunteer services. Each youth had opportunity to 
work approximately 2 hours. We volunteered for 2 evenings. In exchange for being allowed to work 
in the restaurant our group promised to bring him additional patrons on the evenings they 
volunteered so the project was mutually beneficial. The owner also allowed us to inform the general 
public of our volunteer status and set up a donation box by the cash register for additional 
contributions. Hard work but a great fundraising idea. 

CrafternoonCrafternoonCrafternoonCrafternoon    
This is a fundraiser to do during a school break, and a holiday works especially well.  Plan a holiday or 
other craft for kids to do and purchase the supplies needed.  Then charge a fee and invite parents to 
drop off their kids while you help them make the craft.  Or do the same and have a mom-and-
youngster or dad-and-youngster craft time.  You can either do this at a set time or have a drop-in 
policy with an “open house” concept.  You could also raise more by having a number of sessions, even 
on the same day—for certain ages, for boys, for girls, for particular interests, etc. Parents are generally 
willing to pay to provide their kids with good experiences, and you can take advantage of that and 
provide a service while you raise funds. 
 
Granola PartyGranola PartyGranola PartyGranola Party    
This is one that even young kids can help with!  Make your own special brand of granola that can be 
sold later.  Find a good recipe or two—preferably one that includes lots of “good stuff” like nuts, 
banana chips, carob chips, coconut, grains, honey, and the like.  Make the granola in huge quantities 
and then either bag it or put it in donated jars, self-decorated containers, or something clever. 
 
GetGetGetGet Carded Carded Carded Carded    
This has a lot of potential as a holiday fundraiser.  Do everything your customers need to send their 
Christmas cards.  Be ready with your digital camera on a tripod to take a family photo (you know how 
hard that is to do at home!)  Make sure to have a nice Christmas scene set up for a background.  
Everybody might even look pretty good on Sunday morning.  If time permits and you have enough 
volunteers, you can even take individual shots of kids and one of just Mom and Dad together.  Then 
you have lots of choices.  For the biggest profit, let the computer whizzes in your group go to work 
and make Shutterfly-type cards. Or you can take a CD of the photos to a local business that makes 
photos into cards.  Have samples ready when you set up your “business” in the foyer.  Then let your 
customers bring you or email you their Christmas list.  You can make the labels and return address 
labels on your printer, stuff, and stamp.  Some people will pay dearly for this service!! 
 
Breakfast is Not Served, it’s DeliBreakfast is Not Served, it’s DeliBreakfast is Not Served, it’s DeliBreakfast is Not Served, it’s Deliveredveredveredvered    
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Choose a day for delivering the breakfasts—either an ordinary day or a well-chosen one.  Plan a 
menu—some milk, some orange juice, bagels, croissants, or some specialty from a bakery.  You can 
also try to get a discount on what you buy or get donations.  Also include a morning paper.  Pre-sell 
the breakfasts.  Make a logo to put on the delivery bags so that this event has a signature that you can 
repeat annually.  Coordinate delivery routes based on your drivers.  Get together to assemble the 
breakfasts and then deliver with a  smile. 
 
BakeBakeBakeBake----InInInIn    
This is a fundraiser to go with a lock-in event. The group gathers at the church or meeting place at 
10:00 PM, possibly after a ballgame or other activity, to begin preparations for the baking.  All the 
flour, sugar, eggs, milk, and other ingredients must be available for the event.  These ingredients may 
be purchased, but it is best to get donations.  
Several weeks in advance, advertise the event, circulate order blanks that list the items you will be 
baking and take pre-paid orders.  Some ideas include apple and cherry strudel, banana bread, coffee 
cake, bread, muffins, cupcakes, chocolate chip cookies, banana cream pie, chocolate pie, etc.  Enlist a 
few people with baking experience to help with the baking.  Deliver the items you baked during the 
night to purchaser’s doors, or they can pick up their orders in the morning.   
 
Airplane WashAirplane WashAirplane WashAirplane Wash    
This sounds strange, but if you live near an airport you might want to think about this one.  Contact 
your local airport about the possibility of having a “plane wash.”  Most airplane owners will usually 
pay plenty to have their planes washed and waxed.  All it requires is plenty of hoses, buckets, rags, 
towels, soap, and kids to do the work.  And it only takes a few airplanes to make the effort 
worthwhile.  It’s so different from the usual, kids might be enthusiastic out of curiosity! 
 
Car Wash IncentivesCar Wash IncentivesCar Wash IncentivesCar Wash Incentives    
Car washes are a popular way to raise money for youth projects.  They are usually easy to organize, 
can be a lot of fun for the kids, and most people need to have their cars washed.  The best way to 
make the car wash as profitable as possible is to sell tickets in advance.  All of the young people in the 
group receive a stack of care wash tickets to sell during the weeks prior to the car wash date.  Most 
people will buy a ticket even if they are unable to bring their car in for a wash. 
If you are conducting the car wash to defray the cost of an activity that requires that each kid come up 
with a certain amount of money, here’s a good way to allocate the money fairly and provide incentive 
for the kids to sell tickets.  With every ticket they sell in advance, they receive half the ticket price off 
their fee.  On the day of the actual car wash, the kids washing cars have the chance to earn the other 
half of the ticket price.  For every ticket that is redeemed, the kids swashing cars at the time get the 
other half of the price, divided equally among them.  On car wash tickets that are sold on location, 
100% of the money goes to the kids washing cars at the time.  if a ticket is not redeemed, then half of 
that ticket price goes to overhead, transportation, etc. 
 
DoorDoorDoorDoor----totototo----Door Car WashDoor Car WashDoor Car WashDoor Car Wash    
Send your group out in groups of two or three armed with buckets, sponges, rags, soap, and 
squeegees.  They go door-to-door and offer “house call” car washes.  All the car owner needs to 



 45

supply is the water.  The convenience of an in-your-own-driveway car wash usually yields generous 
donors. 
 
Golf Club WashGolf Club WashGolf Club WashGolf Club Wash    
Here’s a unique fundraiser that gets good results.  Ask permission to set up a booth at the 18th green 
at a local golf course or in front of the clubhouse and offer to wash gold clubs for the tired hackers.  
With a pail of soapy water, a brush, a pail of clean water, a coin collector, and a few towels, you’re in 
business.  For extra service, you may want to wax the woods and use a metal polish on the irons.  If 
the money is going to a worthy cause, most golfers will be glad to contribute a reasonable price.  If 
you set up in front of the clubhouse, give each golfer a ticket that identifies his or her gold bag, so 
they can go inside while you work, if they wish.  You can also offer, for an additional fee, a waxing 
service where your group members will wax golf club covers and bags with saddle soap. 
 
Doggie DipDoggie DipDoggie DipDoggie Dip    
For an unusial fundraiser that would work for any group, try having a Doggie Dip.  Advertise that you 
will wash dogs on a certain Saturday for a small fee.  Most dog owners hate to wash their dogs, so the 
response should be tremendous.  Get together lots of metal or plastic tubs, some dog shampoo, 
towels, and hoses and be ready for anything.  The owners should stay nearby to calm the animals. 
 
Inventory CrewInventory CrewInventory CrewInventory Crew    
Call large retail stores in your area and volunteer for “group inventory.”  Some stores still do on-site 
inventories and usually need temporary help to do it.   
 
Parents’ Night OutParents’ Night OutParents’ Night OutParents’ Night Out    
This is a good way to give the adults in your church a night out, provide a service project for your 
youth, and make a little money for your worthy cause.  Offer the parents and/or adults a night out 
that give them dinner, a movie, and babysitting all for one low price.  Appropriate movies can be 
chosen and projected.  Have the whole group prepare and set up for the dinner.  Then divide your 
work crew in half and have some serve the adults while the other half cares for the kids.  Then they 
switch.  Half the group does clean-up while the other half baby sits. 
 
Aluminum Man TriathlonAluminum Man TriathlonAluminum Man TriathlonAluminum Man Triathlon    
You can create a spoof of the popular Ironman Triathlon competition by organizing this Aluminum 
Man Triathlon.  All you need sot do is put together a triathlon of gonzo sporting events.  For 
example, play an hour of Wacky Volleyball (you make up wacky rules like the ball must bounce once 
before it is hit), an hour of the world’s largest squirt gun fight, and tug-of-war in a giant mud puddle.  
Collect pledges per hour of competition. 
 
LawnLawnLawnLawn----aaaa----ThonThonThonThon    
This is a unique way to raise money for your group.  Line up as many young people as you can and 
provide lawn mowers and transportation for each of them.  Advertise with flyers and posters that on a 
certain Saturday, your group will mow lawns for free!  Get as many people as you can to sign up to 
have their lawn mowed.  Now, for the money-making part.  Pass out pledge sheets to all of you kdis 
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and have them get people to pledge for each lawn that your group mows from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
that day.  This not only raises money for your group, but also provides a real service for people in 
your community. 
 
Facebook for a CauseFacebook for a CauseFacebook for a CauseFacebook for a Cause    
A new application has been added to Facebook.  Members can add a cause by clicking the 
“Applications” tab on the left side of their profile and and searching for “Causes.”  The user’s cause is 
displayed on his profile, where he can recruit members and raise money for non-profit organizations.  
In the first two months of the application, donations topped $200,000. 
 
Cheerleading CampCheerleading CampCheerleading CampCheerleading Camp    
Get the help of local cheerleaders and sponsor a cheerleading camp for the little girls in the 
neighborhood.  Offer special T-shirts, some pom-poms, and some time to learn cheers from older 
girls and women volunteers.  Then give the girls a chance to cheer with other girls their age.  
Culminate the camp with a performance by the “campers” at half-time of a basketball game.  Make 
sure to charge admission—parents won’t miss this!   
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Online ideas specifically for schoolsOnline ideas specifically for schoolsOnline ideas specifically for schoolsOnline ideas specifically for schools::::    

Best Seat in the House FundraisingBest Seat in the House FundraisingBest Seat in the House FundraisingBest Seat in the House Fundraising    

First, find a sofa to use. This fundraising raiser involves raffling off tickets for a student and two friends 
to win the best seat in the house. Tickets are sold throughout the week prior to a game. Before a 
volleyball, basketball, or football game announce the winner. The winner gets to sit on the sofa with 
two of his or her friends. Make sure the sofa is in an ideal spot to view the game. For halftime, order 
pizza and sodas for the winner and guests. 

Alternative:  it would also work to “sell” best seat in the house to parents or grandparents! for a band 
or choir concert, a spring musical or a play, any kids’ performance, or even a graduation.  Keep the 
emphasis on fun. 

Karaoke Night FundraisingKaraoke Night FundraisingKaraoke Night FundraisingKaraoke Night Fundraising    

We have a monthly fundraising event that both the kids and adults have really gotten into.  We host 
Karaoke nights.  Admission is $5 per person and our parent guild supplies the punch and snacks for the 
evening.  Sometimes we hold a competition and sometimes it's just a free for all.  The machine is 
rented from a local DJ along with a library of 5000 songs for about $100 per night.  We normally 
raise $500 to $600 in an evening and have a great time doing it! 

GAMES NIGHT GAMES NIGHT GAMES NIGHT GAMES NIGHT  

Why it’s good: Why it’s good: Why it’s good: Why it’s good: “It’s held in the school and open only to school families, so parents feel safe letting 
their kids run around,” says Denbigh Dean of Elizabeth Simcoe School in Toronto. “The kids come for 
the games, the parents come for the fellowship.”  

How it’s organized:How it’s organized:How it’s organized:How it’s organized: Parents plan the games and activities — various ball tosses, volleyball, ball hockey, 
chess, make-and-take ceramics, mad science — and solicit donations such as gift certificates and 
theatre tickets for the raffle. A $6 family admission pass covers most of the games, though special 
activities such as the mad science show cost a few dollars extra. Some of the older students volunteer 
to help at the booths. Parents and children pay either one or two dollars to play games that have 
special prizes, also.  

Volunteer hours:Volunteer hours:Volunteer hours:Volunteer hours: 200-plus hours ahead of time, 40 hours during the event.  

The take:The take:The take:The take: $1,600 to $2,000.  
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Selling PointsSelling PointsSelling PointsSelling Points    

There’s no limit to what you can sell to raise funds — just make sure you choose things that people 
either need or can’t resist. 

Student/Faculty Basketball Game FundraisingStudent/Faculty Basketball Game FundraisingStudent/Faculty Basketball Game FundraisingStudent/Faculty Basketball Game Fundraising    

Every year we host a student/faculty fundraising basketball game. Students sign up to play, and the 
coordinators (also students) decide fair teams based on athletic ability. The students play each other 
in 10-15 minute games in a tournament. The team that wins the tournament plays a team made up of 
teachers from the high school. The teachers seem to love it. They always plan practices beforehand and 
get excited about it. Alternatives:Alternatives:Alternatives:Alternatives: Consider other sports or academic challenges but please take it easy 
on "the old folks". 

Cookie Sale FundraisingCookie Sale FundraisingCookie Sale FundraisingCookie Sale Fundraising    

Students Against Destructive Decisions in Canadian, Texas, has a somewhat 
unusual cookie sale fundraising affair each December to earn money for a 
scholarship and other community activities. Each member of the group (75 
students) bakes 5 dozen homemade cookies or candies. With that many 
members the variety is considerable--old favorites like chocolate chip and 
snicker doodles, as well as special Christmas cookies. 

 

 The selections are displayed on rows of tables. Each customer is given a plastic glove and a pastry 
bag and choose whatever cookies they want. Their purchase is weighed and they are charged by the 
pound ($4/pound). We also purchase inexpensive Christmas plates of different sizes and pile them 
high with a nice selection of cookies & candy, cover them with plastic wrap, and make them 
available to people who don't want to take the time to go through and select their own. People 
jump on these platters, purchasing smaller ones for gifts to teachers, larger platters for Christmas 
entertaining. We have this function in the gymnasium foyer during a Friday night basketball game, 
so lots of people are there. Whatever cookies remain we put on Christmas plates, cover with plastic 
wrap, and sell at the local grocery store the next day. We never have any left, and there is little in the 
way of overhead cost, since the cookies are all donated. A local deli donates plastic gloves and pastry 
bags, and we borrow a baby scale from the local physician's office. We buy plastic wrap and cheap 
holiday plates. This year we cleared $1200 on this fundraising project. 

A Kiss Goodbye A Kiss Goodbye A Kiss Goodbye A Kiss Goodbye     

Sell slips of paper attached to Hershey Kisses at the end of the school year. Students buy these papers 
for 50 cents or $1.00 and write goodbye notes to their friends. Deliver the Kisses during homeroom 
period of the last week of school. Be careful when attaching the messages to the Kisses. An easy 
fundraising idea! 
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Kiss The Cow (or Pig) Kiss The Cow (or Pig) Kiss The Cow (or Pig) Kiss The Cow (or Pig)     

First of all, each member of the youth group raising money would decorate a jar 
with his or her picture on it. People then put donations in the jar of their choice. 
(Contributing to the youth of their choice.) Next, all the money is counted. You 
hold a dinner for all those involved and the money counter announces who has 
raised the most money. Someone has to be responsible for getting a cow, a real 
cow to the church. The one who has the most money in their jar has to kiss the 
cow.  You can also get well-recognized people to get involved. For example, your 
senior pastor, youth leader, etc. Have them decorate a jar of their own and the 
proceeds will go into the general youth fund. If they win, they have to kiss the 
cow.  

Fundraising Variation 1: Fundraising Variation 1: Fundraising Variation 1: Fundraising Variation 1: Teachers and the staff at your school who agree to take 
part in the Kiss-A-Pig has a jar placed on his or her desk.  Then students put 
pennies in that jar if they would like to see that person kiss the pig.  If a student 
did not want to see that teacher kiss a pig they would put in silver coins and that 
would put them in the negative zone.  The one with the most pennies (less silver) 
would have to kiss the pig.  As a reward for the teacher, they receive a dinner for 
two at a nice restaurant.   

 

Fundraising Variation 2:Fundraising Variation 2:Fundraising Variation 2:Fundraising Variation 2: Get people on your team to go on the auction block!  Have people in your 
company, organization or social circles contribute money to the person that they would most like to 
see kiss a pig.  The person with the most money in their jar will have to pucker up.  While the two are 
lip-locked take pictures to sell to the friends and family members of the lucky winner.   

Lazy Boy Day FundraisingLazy Boy Day FundraisingLazy Boy Day FundraisingLazy Boy Day Fundraising    

We ran Lazy-Boy Day for a fun activity and a way to raise some money. We set up a Lazy Boy chair in 
the cafeteria at lunch on Monday to Thursday to generate interest in an auction.  On Thursday, just 
before the end of school, we auctioned off a special opportunity. That person got to spend all of their 
classes on Friday from the comfort of the Lazy Boy chair. Student council members brought the chair 
to the winner's first period class and at the end of first period, student council members moved it to 
their next period class. It was a great way to raise a little money and have some fun at the same time. 
I've heard of schools where you get to keep the chair at the end of the day, but we just used an old 
chair from somebody's basement. 

Fundraising With Fundraiser InsuranceFundraising With Fundraiser InsuranceFundraising With Fundraiser InsuranceFundraising With Fundraiser Insurance 

Here is a novel fundraising idea for your organization or project.  It works particularly well if you 
normally have several labor intensive, or product sales type fundraisers during the year.  Instead of 
having several small fundraising projects, determine your total fundraising needs and sell "Fund-raiser 
Insurance".  For $25.00 (or whatever per capita figure you need to raise), a person gets a certificate 
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and wallet sized card that states that they are insured from all fundraising activities for 6 months, or 
whatever period chosen. (If you are a school or other children's group, determine the necessary 
amount per family.) If people so wish, they can purchase a policy for a year for $50.00 (or other 
appropriate multiple amount).  Give your members a break by allowing them to simply purchase 
insurance for the required amount and save the hassle of dealing with multiple fundraisers.    

 

Penny Drive FundraisingPenny Drive FundraisingPenny Drive FundraisingPenny Drive Fundraising    

Here's an easy and fun fundraising idea suitable for any school or other organization with different 
classes or groups to set up some competition.  It's called a penny drive. Each class or team competes 
against the all others.  Each class decorates a large jar for their collections.  The jars are set up in some 
accessible place, perhaps outside the school office.  Be sure to arrange proper safeguards as necessary. 
The idea is to earn the most money for your class.  
 

Dollars count FOR your class. Once the competition gets going, you can raise quite a bit of money in 
small change, adding pennies to your own jar or silver to competitors.  It's great fundraising fun!  
Every class comes out a winner.  Last place classes get ice cream cones as prizes.  The Second place class 
receives a sundae with whipped cream, syrup, bananas, the works!  The class in first place wins a pizza 
party and sundaes!  

Fundraising Variation 1:Fundraising Variation 1:Fundraising Variation 1:Fundraising Variation 1: A school 'penny war" with the classrooms competing against each other. Jars 
are placed out side of each classroom at the start of the day and end of the day, with someone 
monitoring of course. For every penny added to the jar a classroom would receive one point. Every 
nickel, dime, quarter, added and the class lost points according to the value of the coin. A dollar in 
the jar and the class lost 100 points. Kids are allowed to place coins and dollars in any jar they want, so 
they could make a classroom with the most points that day lose points by placing everything but 
pennies in the jar. Points are posted every day and the money collected in the office at the end of the 
day where student helpers wrap pennies, nickels, dimes and so forth. At the end of the nine week 
period, the class with the most points wins a popcorn/movie party. This can be done in elementary 
schools but for secondary, it works best if the competing classes are all homerooms. Easy way to raise 
money for the school, with no cash outlay. 

Fundraising Variation 2: Fundraising Variation 2: Fundraising Variation 2: Fundraising Variation 2: You put one jar in a room for each grade. The jars are used to collect 
monetary contributions. For every $.10 you award one link in a chain. Each link is a strip of paper cut 
out and then the ends are stapled forming a circle. Each grade must have a separate color, so that 
when you hang the chains they can see what grade is winning. It is a great way to make money and 
the competition level is usually real high.  

Fundraising Variation 3: Fundraising Variation 3: Fundraising Variation 3: Fundraising Variation 3: Have the whole congregation bring in their spare change and keep track of it 
somewhere (maybe 5 gallon water jugs in the back of the sanctuary). Think of a way to get people 
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competing for weight (pennies are better) and/or for amount (dimes are better). Allow people to put 
in bills, but take them to a bank and get change. Have a huge change counting party. (A goal may be 
5 pounds of change per youth, or the ministers weight in change). 

Fundraising Variation 4: Fundraising Variation 4: Fundraising Variation 4: Fundraising Variation 4: Divide your group into two teams. Give each team a large container and tell 
them that the group with the most pennies in their container one or two weeks before the event will 
be declared the winner. The losing team must serve the winners at a special dinner in their honor. The 
two teams can get pennies from anyone (people in church, school, parents, friends, etc.). You could 
also do this with nickels, dimes or quarters. 

Movie Night FundraisingMovie Night FundraisingMovie Night FundraisingMovie Night Fundraising    

Many organizations rent a movie and hold movie night fundraising events. This works especially well 
if you have a large room and projection/large screen TV.  Make money by charging a single price for 
the movie and refreshments; provide the movie free but sell refreshments; or charge nothing and just 
ask for donations. Make sure you select a movie that will be of special interest to your group. Allow 
plenty of time for socialization before and after the movie. Some groups have held all-nighters where 
movie-goers bring their sleeping bags and blankets and have a movie marathon.  

Children's Cookbook FundraisingChildren's Cookbook FundraisingChildren's Cookbook FundraisingChildren's Cookbook Fundraising    

Involve the whole school in writing a book of the children's favorite recipes.  This is a hilarious and 
profitable fundraising idea.  Ask each child in the school to tell you: 1) What they are going to cook; 
2)   What ingredients they will need; 3) How do they make their recipe; 4) How do they cook their 
recipe; 5) Draw a picture of what they want to cook. Write the children's responses down exactly as 
they tell them to you.  Compile the recipes into a book and sell them to parents, friends, etc.  Sources: 
The Perpetual Preschool (Upland, California), ShelterFundraising  

Alternate 1:Alternate 1:Alternate 1:Alternate 1:  We are a small nursery school in New Jersey and we did a children's fundraising 
cookbook with the children's drawings and stories about their families as well as the families recipes. 
We sold out in 72 hours. This had never happened to us before. What made the cookbooks so 
successful was the fact that they were full of wonderful drawings and quotes from the children. No 
parent could resist them. We found a company on the internet that specializes in fundraising 
cookbooks. We submitted the recipes and scanned in the drawings ourselves. The book was done very 
quickly and printed in about three weeks. This was a very easy fundraiser and very successful. 
Submitted by Catherine K. 

    

Prom Boutique FundraisingProm Boutique FundraisingProm Boutique FundraisingProm Boutique Fundraising    

The San Ramon Valley High School Drill in Danville, California, organized the area's first-time "prom 
boutique" which featured dozens of donated prom dresses and evening gowns on sale at bargain-
basement prices. They collected once-used dresses for several months prior to the sale. While clothing 



 52

stores charge anywhere from $100 to $500 for prom dresses, boutique shoppers did not have to pay 
more than $50, with some garments priced as low as $20. The event was advertised at high schools in 
and outside the Valley. 

Gas Station Attendant FundraisingGas Station Attendant FundraisingGas Station Attendant FundraisingGas Station Attendant Fundraising    

Ask a local gas station to let you pump customers’ gas and wash their windshields. You can either ask 
for an unspecified fundraising donation or a set amount (you will do better without a set amount). 
Since most stations are now self service you will be offering the customers a welcome option. It's a 
win-win situation. It doesn't cost the station a cent and their customers get premium service. You'll 
get a few cheapskates but most customers will "treat you right"! You have no upfront cost.  The gas 
stations already have the windshield cleaner, squeegees and paper towels. You just provide warm 
bodies and elbow grease. We use this fundraising idea at least twice a year and earn $300 in three 
hours with just seven people! We are a small school and love doing this fundraiser. 

Spirit Chain FundraisingSpirit Chain FundraisingSpirit Chain FundraisingSpirit Chain Fundraising    

This is a great fundraiser for high school students, but could be used with other groups. Have a 
competition within the different classes in the school (senior, junior, sophomore, freshmen) to see 
who has the most school spirit. Each class has two colors that their paper chain consists of. Sell each 
strip of paper for 25 or 50 cents. Keep the chains hidden and then at an assembly have class 
representatives bring out the huge paper chains that have accumulated over time. Which ever class’ 
chain is the longest receives bragging rights for the rest of the school year. This is a great activity to do 
right before homecoming or other school functions when school spirit is high. The only thing you 
have to pay for is the paper and staples/glue/tape. 

Pajama Day FundraPajama Day FundraPajama Day FundraPajama Day Fundraisingisingisingising    

Students pay $.50 to $1.00 on a designated day and get to wear their pajamas to school.  It's a very 
easy fundraising idea.  All you need is someone to go the classrooms and collect the money.  
Everyone at our school likes it so much that even the teachers participate! Consider having a contest 
for the ugliest, weirdest, etc. pajamas.   

 

Target's Take Charge of Education Target's Take Charge of Education Target's Take Charge of Education Target's Take Charge of Education     FundraisingFundraisingFundraisingFundraising    

Every time you use your Target Visa or Target Guest Card® at a Target store or target.com, Target will 
donate an amount equal to 1% of Target Visa and Target Guest Card purchases made at Target and 
target.com, and 1/2% of Target Visa purchases made elsewhere, to the eligible K-12 school of your 
choice. Thanks to the Target School Fundraising program, more than 114,000 schools have been able 
to pay for computers, playground equipment, field trips and uniforms for students whose families 
couldn't afford them. (Details at target.com. Click on the Target Guest Card link under Financial 
services).  
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Ideas from around the countryIdeas from around the countryIdeas from around the countryIdeas from around the country: 
 

Christmas Kids-Make-It craft sale—add a meal—provide a kids’craft area.  This is a great way for 
children to make something for family members, friends and teachers. 

 
Plan “after prom” activities for students.  Offer door prizes and savings bonds.  Plan games and 
activities for the kids. 
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Your Space is the PlaceYour Space is the PlaceYour Space is the PlaceYour Space is the Place    
Maximizing the Use of your Building 

 
Church members sometimes overlook their primary resource when 

they’re needing to raise funds—their buildings!  In other areas of life, people 
pay a great deal just to have a place to hold events.  We don’t have to do 
that—take advantage of it! 
 

 

Scrapbooking MarathonScrapbooking MarathonScrapbooking MarathonScrapbooking Marathon    
 

We used the gymnasium of our Lutheran School to hold the scrapbooking marathon.  Nothing like 
this had been done in our area, so we allowed some time to acquaint people with the concept.  We 
explained that this was not an athletic event, but a time when scrapbooking enthusiasts can get 
together and work on their scrapbooks without messing up their homes or being interrupted.  To get 
the word out  I:  wrote an  article and submitted it to area churches for their congregational 
newsletters;  prepared notices for Sunday bulletins; sent out a chapter activity card; had registration 
forms at all the church offices; had a notice in the local newspaper, made signs and put them up in 
grocery stores, doctor’s offices, etc.  Before I did anything, I asked a Creative Memories consultant, 
who happens to a Thrivent member, if she would like to partner with me.  It was a good partnership!  
She helped me plan the day, spread the word over her website, and encouraged her customers to 
participate.  Here are the steps we followed: 
 

1. Check to see when the gym is available, and set a date and time.  Ours was a 12 hour marathon, 
and we set the hours to be 10:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m. 

2. Set a registration fee.  We set $25 per person until the date that was one week before the event; 
after that date, it was $30.  Most people will make reservations early to save $5.00 and that 
helps with the planning. 

3. The registration fee included a place at the table to work on a scrapbook, snacks, lunch, supper, 
and a few prizes.  We have two scrapbook stores in our area.  One supplied a welcome packet 
and the other supplied a prize.  Some prizes were scrapbooking related, and others were such 
things as a fruit basket, birdhouse, and a gardening basket.  You are only limited by your 
imagination!  The Grand Prize was a basket filled with Creative Memories supplies. 

4. We wanted all the registration $$ to go to Thrivent Builds, so all the food and prizes were 
donated. 

5. We had people donate time to work – usually 2-3 hour shifts.  We needed help with setting up 
tables; working the registration table; welcoming and helping people bring their things in; 
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people in the kitchen to keep snacks fresh and to serve lunch and supper; clean-up crew in the 
kitchen as well as a clean-up crew to put the tables away and clean up the gym at 10:00 p.m. 

6. We set (2)8’ tables back-to- back, and seated four people at it. (Each person had ½ an 8’ table 
for workspace, and people enjoyed sitting across from others as they could visit and share 
ideas.) 

7. We scheduled optional “workshops” throughout the day.  These sessions were held in an all-
purpose room across from the gym. (This room was where one could go to eat, also)  The 
morning was a beginners workshop, and was well attended.  During the afternoon four 
demonstrations or crop talks were presented.  An agenda was given to each participant so 
everyone would knew what to expect and at what time. 

8. KEEP THINGS SIMPLE.  Our lunch was homemade soup and crackers, with cookies for dessert.  
Supper was a spaghetti bake and Italian bread, a variety of salads and a variety of desserts.  
Snacks were coffee and coffee cakes in the morning.  In the afternoon cheese and crackers, 
cookies, and a party mix were added.  In the evening we set out what desserts were not eaten at 
supper.  We had bottled water for everyone.  When that was gone we made pitchers of ice-
water.  Some brought their own pop, etc. 

 
We had 49 registrations and made $1,245.  We had 30 people donate food and 9 people volunteered 
to work a couple of hours during the marathon.  5 businesses donated prizes, and 4 individuals 
donated prizes.  I haven't broken it down by churches, etc, but  23 of the scrapers were Thrivent 
members. I really don't know if the others were Lutheran or just from the community.  It was a good 
mixture.  We had grandmas, daughters, and granddaughters.  I didn't have any trouble getting 
volunteers.  I made out a form that had everything I needed help with.  I took it to Ladies League, 
Bible study, and my chapter meeting.  I didn't have to do any additional phoning, and some ladies 
offered to do more than one thing. George Rausch from the board came and helped Ken take down 
the tables at 10:00, and our granddaughter that is 19 dry mopped the floor.  The 8th grade students 
put the tables up, and Ken and one of his friends came and let us boss them around on Friday and 
moved the tables around until we liked the arrangement.  My girls were a big help - they vacuumed 
the carpet in the all purpose room and put the tables back so we were ready for Bible class in the 
morning. 
  
We used every table we could get our hands on.  If there had been more people, we would have had to 
put more people at a table and it would have been more crowded.  We had only positive remarks at 
the end of the evening, and many asked if we would do it again.  I asked several if there was anything 
we could do to improve the day, and they said they didn't think it could get any better, so I guess it 
was a success! 
  
The only change I might make would be in the food menu.  The soup was good at lunch, but was kind 
of hard to serve in paper bowls, and I was trying to keep the clean-up at a minimum. 
 
Judy Vieregge North Berrien Chapter 
  Publicity documents available as attachments upon request. 
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MomMomMomMom----totototo----Mom ResaleMom ResaleMom ResaleMom Resale    
Most new mothers receive incredible items at baby showers these days.  What happens to all that 
equipment when the baby grows up?  Mom needs to pass it along to a new mom.  It’s a great service 
to the community and a great fundraiser to have a Mom-to-Mom Resale.  Charge a mom who has 
items to sell an amount for a table, and charge a nominal amount to get in to shop.  Then even serve 
refreshments or add a bake sale. 
 
 
Grama, Grampa and MeGrama, Grampa and MeGrama, Grampa and MeGrama, Grampa and Me    
Have a carnival but with a special feature—it’s for kids to bring their grandparents to or for 
grandparents to bring their grandchildren to.  Do some of the usual things like a cakewalk, a cookie 
decorating booth, crafts, games, dress-up photos but design them for your special crowd.  If someone 
wants to come but his or her family members live too far away, encourage “adopting” a grandparent 
or grandchild for a day. 
 
 
Bulletin Board forBulletin Board forBulletin Board forBulletin Board for Hire Hire Hire Hire    
 
This is the perfect fundraiser for the right persons.  Install a large bulletin board in a prominent place 
at church.  Advertise that you will celebrate a special occasion for the donor on this board.  Encourage 
church members to congratulate graduates, honor birthday celebrants, highlight special anniversaries, 
etc. on this board.  People can be very creative when choosing reasons to celebrate—anything works!  
You passed your test!  You’re home!  You’ve recovered!  They hire you to decorate the board in a way 
that informs the church of the special event and pays tribute to the special person at the same time.   
 
 
 
Sports TournamentSports TournamentSports TournamentSports Tournament    
 
If there’s one thing that’s true about life today, it’s that people are very involved in sports.  Take 
advantage of your gym or outdoor property and host a sports tournament—volleyball, softball, 3-
on-3 or regulation basketball, 3-on-3 or regulation soccer, etc.  These can be for kids or adults or 
both.  Find some “jocks” to organize the tournament, advertise it well, and “have a ball!”  Between 
entrance fees and a concession booth, this could be a great way to raise funds AND to host the 
community at your place. 
 
 

Equipment Swap FundraisingEquipment Swap FundraisingEquipment Swap FundraisingEquipment Swap Fundraising    
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Each year in Bend, Oregon, the ski season kicks off with the Annual Skyliners Ski Swap, a fundraiser for 
the Mt. Bachelor Ski Education Foundation (MBSEF). Attendees can sell and buy used and new alpine 
and cross country ski equipment, snowboards, winter clothing, ice skates and other winter recreational 
items. A 25% commission for each product sold and a $3 admission fee benefits MBSEF. A similar 
event could be held in your area to defray equipment and uniform costs for most any sport or 
activity. 

    

Darts Tournament Fundraising:Darts Tournament Fundraising:Darts Tournament Fundraising:Darts Tournament Fundraising: Charge an entry fee for a knock out tournament. 

 

Pet CompetiPet CompetiPet CompetiPet Competition Fundraising:tion Fundraising:tion Fundraising:tion Fundraising: Requires a venue. People pay to enter their pets into one of a number 
of classes; each class has a winner which then goes on to a grand final. Because of health issues, you 
may only be able to have dog classes, but other pets can be entered using photos or videos. Have 
novelty classes such as waggiest tail, dog which looks most like its owner, dog and owner in costume 
etc. For photographs, you could have funniest face, fluffiest tail etc. 

 

School Sports Day for Adults Fundraising:School Sports Day for Adults Fundraising:School Sports Day for Adults Fundraising:School Sports Day for Adults Fundraising: Most people can remember junior school sports days. All 
the events should be ones guaranteed to slow down the fastest athletes e.g. three-legged race, sack 
race, wheel-barrow race, egg-and-spoon race (or potato and spoon race) etc. Get groups or local 
businesses to enter teams for a small fee and award prizes for each race or for the winning team. Could 
be part of a general fundraising day with stalls, sideshows, refreshments or barbecue. 

 

Treasure Hunt Fundraising:Treasure Hunt Fundraising:Treasure Hunt Fundraising:Treasure Hunt Fundraising: Participants are sponsored to find/solve clues and/or objects on a set 
route on your premises.  People are charged an entry fee for competing. They may have to solve 
additional cryptic clues to identify objects along the route (e.g. a weathervane, a commemorative 
plaque) and write down each solution along the way. Depending on the type of competition, the 
winner could be the first one to finish or the one who solves most clues. 

 
Truck & Heavy Equipment Show FundraisingTruck & Heavy Equipment Show FundraisingTruck & Heavy Equipment Show FundraisingTruck & Heavy Equipment Show Fundraising    

Looking for something different? Hold a Truck/Heavy Equipment Fundraising 
Show. All you need is a large venue, preferably outdoors in a high traffic area, 
to bring in the drive-by crowds. You could raise a lot of money with this 
simple idea.  Arrange for town workers and private citizens--everyone and 
anyone who drives or owns a large truck, tractor, earth mover etc. to park their 
vehicle in your field or parking lot on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon. If you 
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don't have a large enough venue, maybe a local mall will let you use a portion 
of their parking lot. 

Rope off the area and charge admission. Kids of all ages love to see fire trucks, ambulances, dump 
trucks, and backhoes up close and personal. Some proud owners may polish up their vehicles for the 
occasion and be willing to stand by to answer the kids questions or even let them climb in or on the 
vehicle. 

Approach city maintenance departments regarding the temporary loan of a garbage truck, snow plow, 
road paving equipment, etc. Ask local construction companies for a crane or cement mixer. Approach 
area farmers or farm equipment dealers for a tractor, combine or other equipment. You'll want to 
arrange for at least one eighteen wheeler, maybe even a moving van. Think delivery trucks, mail truck, 
UPS, FedEX. How about a Greyhound or other tourist bus? Is there a military installation or depot 
nearby? Ask the ROTC or National Guard to participate. You might even arrange for a helicopter. See 
how many different kinds of vehicles you can muster, the possibilities are endless!   

Have a sandwich board by each vehicle, or a large sign or program passed out at the gate 
acknowledging the various donors and thanking them for their participation. You should also send an 
individual follow-up thank you to each with information on how much money you raised and how it 
will be used.   

Besides the 'gate', you could sell refreshments and baked goods. 

Post flyers and signboards around town and neighboring areas and send out news releases. Be sure to 
get your event included in the community bulletin boards or calendars of local newspapers and radio 
stations. If your charitable cause is unique or universal enough, you might even get a local radio to 
broadcast from your event. A great fundraising idea! 
 
 
MONOPOLY® Tournament FundraisingMONOPOLY® Tournament FundraisingMONOPOLY® Tournament FundraisingMONOPOLY® Tournament Fundraising    

Design your MONOPOLY® fundraising tournament to "fit" your 
organization and potential supporters.  Most organizations charge an 
admission fee for individuals and/or teams. Don't forget the possibility of 
business supporters who can sponsor specific spaces on the board.  Most 
fundraising tournaments are conducted on a set time limit basis.  If you 
want to really do it right, contact the National MONOPOLY® Tournament 
Director at Hasbro.  

MONOPOLY® Trivia:MONOPOLY® Trivia:MONOPOLY® Trivia:MONOPOLY® Trivia: The longest MONOPOLY® game ever played was 1,680 hours - that's 70 straight 
days; longest game in a bathtub - 99 hours; longest game underwater - 45 days; and longest game 
played upside-d/own - 36 hours.  The largest outdoor game ever played used a game board 938 feet 
wide by 765 feet long. The game required approximately a full city block!  The largest indoor game 
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ever played used a game board 122 feet by 122 feet in size. Parker Brothers prints about 50 billion 
dollars worth of MONOPOLY® money in one year. The total MONOPOLY® money in a standard set is 
$15,140.  Values on the MONOPOLY® game board are the same today as they were in 1935! The most 
extravagant MONOPOLY® board game set ever produced was the centerpiece of the 1988 
MONOPOLY® World Championship held in London. Made with diamonds, rubies and eighteen carat 
gold, the set was valued at over $1,000,000! 

 

Baby Sitting Baby Sitting Baby Sitting Baby Sitting     

Our youth group will be babysitting in a gymnasium for Christmas shoppers and parents who want to 
go out Valentines evening.  This allows parents to shop in peace and enjoy an evening out without 
the kids.  For the Christmas babysitting fundraising we will watch Christmas movies, play games, have 
snacks, etc. Make sure your insurance covers this. Have plenty of adult supervision. 

 

TrikeTrikeTrikeTrike----AAAA----Thon FundraisingThon FundraisingThon FundraisingThon Fundraising    

Hold a fundraising "Trike-a-thon".  It is exactly what it sounds like. Make it an athletic challenge 
where young children get donations per lap that they will ride on their tricycles on a given day or flat 
donations. Paint a special trike path in your parking lot or use tape on a gymnasium floor.  Hold the 
ride on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon and invite parents and donors to attend to cheer on their 
child.  Or it can be held during the school day and invite the parents to come at specific times to cheer 
for their child's class.  

Variation: Variation: Variation: Variation: This can also be done as a fun contest for older children or even adults.  It's really funny to 
watch.  Maybe combine the two and end your fundraising Trike-A-Thon on a hilarious note with a 
race between parents using their children's tricycles!  

Carhop GrillCarhop GrillCarhop GrillCarhop Grill----OutOutOutOut    
This one uses your parking lot!  Grill hamburgers, hotdogs, etc. in the church parking lot and invite 
the community to come and eat at the new “restaurant.”  Have carhops on skates waiting on people 
in their cars, taking their orders and bringing the food.  Trinity, Paw Paw included a classic car show, 
50s music from a live DJ, and a 50s movie at dark! 
 
Ultimate PaloozaUltimate PaloozaUltimate PaloozaUltimate Palooza    
Go online to find out about Ultimate Frisbee, a football-type sport that uses a Frisbee instead of a 
ball.  Do lots of advertising and sponsor an Ultimate Palooza.  Entrants pay a fee to play at your site.  
Rules and other details are available at www.ultimate-chicago.com.  Other groups do a 24-hour 
version of this! 
 
Dance!Dance!Dance!Dance!    
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Find a dance instructor who specializes in different types of dance and host a dance party in your gym.  
The first hour features the lessons and then the following 3 hours are the dance.  If the men won’t 
come, forget the pairs approach and make it a chance for ladies to learn something they’ve always 
wanted to try. 
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Beyond!Beyond!Beyond!Beyond!    

Ideas that Enhance a Traditional Fundraiser 
 

Do these alongside your spaghetti supper, other dinner, or any event 
you’re already doing—on the side, in the back, around the perimeter, etc.  
Add layers to the project!  Increase the amount of funds you raise, engage 

additional people, and have more fun. 
 
    
M & Ms are Mission and MinistryM & Ms are Mission and MinistryM & Ms are Mission and MinistryM & Ms are Mission and Ministry    
 
Purchase the little plastic flip-top containers of mini-M & Ms.  (Sam’s stores, for example, have these 
available by the case for a low price.  But they can also be purchased individually for slightly more.) 
Make new labels for the containers that explain that M & Ms stands for Mission and Ministry.  Make 
sure you what you are raising funds for on the label.  Using a commercial pattern available at fabric 
stores, make some M & M costumes.  Have volunteers dress up in their costumes and sell these 
containers of M & Ms at any event where people are gathered.  But then tell them one more 
important thing.  The containers the M & Ms come in are sized perfectly to collect quarters.  Ask 
people to collect quarters in their Mission & Ministry containers and return them to you when they’re 
full (they hold $10!)  Periodically collect filled containers. 
   
 
Keep the Kids Busy (for a fee!)Keep the Kids Busy (for a fee!)Keep the Kids Busy (for a fee!)Keep the Kids Busy (for a fee!)    
    
Oriental Trading Company has a special division called Hands on Fun! Creativity for the Classroom.  
Call 1-800-875-8480  for a catalog or go to orientaltrading.com.  The Hands on Fun! Catalog 
features hundreds of craft projects for children to do in kits of 12.  These are also featured in Oriental 
Trading Company’s craft catalogs.  The kits are simple, inexpensive, and include all you need to 
complete the projects without trouble.  They are the types of activities that kids both like to do and 
can be proud of the product.  As an addition to your next fundraiser, buy lots of these kits and 
provide a craft corner where the kids can pay for the opportunity to make a project or two.  It’s not 
much work for the volunteers and could add a good amount to the profits.  Leftover projects can be 
saved to use for the next fundraiser.  The kids will enjoy themselves, but the parents will appreciate this 
even more since they have more time to visit with others in peace. 
 
 
AuctionsAuctionsAuctionsAuctions    
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A silent auction can be a great addition to any fundraising event.  For the little work it adds, it adds to 
the success of fundraising significantly.  One good idea that many churches do is to ask all the 
different groups in the church to donate one basket.  For example, the choir would add one, the 
Sunday School teachers another, the Youth Group a third, etc.  Here is one list of the types of baskets 
to try: 
 
Sports related basket 
 Kids’ toys basket 
 Garden Basket 
 Coffee Basket 
 Tea Basket 
 Bath and Body Basket 
 Car Wash Basket 
 Stationary/Stamp Basket 
 Books, books, books 
 Wine Baskest 
 Knitting Basket 
 Sewing Basket 
 Scrapbooking Basket 
 
Auction (Silent or Not): Auction (Silent or Not): Auction (Silent or Not): Auction (Silent or Not): A fundraising  auction can be combined with any 
event, a spaghetti or pancake dinner, cookout, cheese and wine tasting party, 
etc. or held on its own.  Supporters donate their time, talent or treasures    which 
are auctioned off to the highest bidder. Examples of time or talent include: x 
hours of yard work, housework, knife sharpening, a romantic dinner for 4, 
mystery supper for 8, water ski lessons, piano lessons,  a room painted or 
wallpapered, knitting lessons, handyman for a day, homemade pies, baked 
goods, etc.  Treasures can be handmade or not, crafts, decorative items, meals, 
trips, concert or sports tickets, golf green fees,  and other items.   

 

The key to a successful live fundraising auctionlive fundraising auctionlive fundraising auctionlive fundraising auction is to have a good auctioneer, preferably one willing to 
donate their services.  He/she does not need to be a professional or a fast talker, like at a tobacco or 
car auction.  Some group member with the gift of gab and a sense of fun,  knowledge of the expected 
audience and possibly of the donors, as well, can be very successful.  A good auctioneer can generate 
bids for even the most unlovable object, and foster bidding wars for the popular items.  It is important 
to let the auctioneer know the number and character of the items to be auctioned so ample time is 
allowed for the big ticket items, and everything is auctioned within the allotted time span.  The 
auctioneer should be given a complete description of each item as it is presented for auction. (Small 
typed index cards are suitable for this purpose.  Be sure to include the item number for easy 
reference.)  Several helpers are needed to move items to and from the 'stage' or from where ever the 
items are auctioned. 
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Helpers are needed to register bidders and assign bid numbers at the start of the event.  Card fans or 
large index cards can be used as bid numbers.  Just be sure the numbers will be clearly legible to the 
auctioneer or helper.  Each bidder (or couple, if desired) should be given their bid number and a 
listing of all items to be auctioned.  Additional helpers are needed during the auction to record the 
winning bid number and amount on the master list of items; and to collect the bid amounts and 
distribute the items at the end.  It can be helpful to prepare a separate index card for each successful 
bidder and maintain a running list of purchased items, identified by number and bid amount.  These 
cards can be quickly totaled for easy checkout, with method of payment (cash or check), and delivery 
of auctioned items noted.  The card totals should be balanced against the annotated master list and 
any discrepancies  reconciled, hopefully before bidders 'check out'.   

For a silent fundraising auctionsilent fundraising auctionsilent fundraising auctionsilent fundraising auction, each donation is displayed with a ruled sheet and pen/pencil.  The 
bidder signs his/her name and telephone number and the amount of their bid.  Other bidders sign 
below with a higher bid amount.  (The minimum bid and raise amounts should be noted on the 
sheet.)  Bids are closed at a set time for all, or can be closed by table in 15 minute increments.  
Announcements are made 5 minutes before closing to encourage 'bidding up' of the most popular 
items.  Once closed the winning (last) bidder is notified and can collect his/her prize at a central 
collection table where payment is made.  (Be sure to have plenty of help available to locate items and 
collect bids.) 

Absentee AuctionAbsentee AuctionAbsentee AuctionAbsentee Auction    
Here is another type of auction.  You can have an auction without all the formalities.  Collect a 
number of items and services that are auctionable.  Have someone who is good with computer 
graphics create an “auction sheet”—a listing of the items and services available.  You can cuplicate it 
and hand it out to potential bidders.  Number each of the items.  Also, create an “absentee bid ticket” 
on which people can place their bids and give them to the person in charge.  They can mail them in, or 
collect them another way.  Now have your group go out, contact people, an auction the items and 
services you have collected. 
 
Celebrity Paraphernalia AuctionCelebrity Paraphernalia AuctionCelebrity Paraphernalia AuctionCelebrity Paraphernalia Auction    
If you’re willing to do some research and invest a few dollars in postage, you can make $1,000 or 
more with this idea.  Several months before your auction, comb through your music CDs or websites 
for the addresses of artists’ management, ministries or agencies.  Also, phone your local radio stations 
to get addresses of many popular authors, speakers, and comedians.  For the addresses of movie and 
TV stars, sports celebrities, and singers, spend an afternoon looking through Who’s Who Among 
Celebrities.  Now you’re ready to do some letter writing.  Round up your group and spend an evening 
writing letters and stuffing envelopes.  The letters should follow this general line:  We are raising funds 
for ______ and would appreciate donated, autographed items for an upcoming auction.  After you 
send the letters, sit back and wiat.  Within several weeks, you will begin receiving mail—autographed 
CDs, pictures, T-shirts, and books.  It’s not unusual to realize a response rate of nearly 50%.  Now add 
these items to your auction. 
 
Chance AuctionChance AuctionChance AuctionChance Auction    
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Auction a few selected items in this manner.  Sell everyone tickets for a small fee.  On the back of 
each ticket, bidders write their names, addresses, phone numbers, and their bids and place them in a 
box next to the items they wish to win in the chance auction.  When their item comes up for auction, 
the auctioneer randomly draws two tickets.  The item goes to the higher bidder of these two tickets. 
 
Crazy AuctionCrazy AuctionCrazy AuctionCrazy Auction    
Here is a good fundraiser for a large group.  An article of value is put of bid and the bidding starts at 
one dollar.  The person who bid the dollar tosses in his money immediately upon making his bid.  The 
auctioneer announces that the one dollar bid has been paid then raises the bidding to two dollars.  
The one who bids two dollars tosses in his two bucks as a firm commitment of his intention.  The 
auctioneer tries to raise the bidding and someone may bid a five, whereupon she tosses in the five 
dollar bill, making the total in the pot eight dollars.  (Have plenty of change available to break large 
bills.)  The bidding continues until no one bids again and then the article goes to the last person to 
bid.  All of the previously paid money stays in the pot as well as the final bid.  It is easy to sell an item 
for twenty dollars when there are actually almost a hundred in the pot. 
 
Kids’ Stuff AuctionKids’ Stuff AuctionKids’ Stuff AuctionKids’ Stuff Auction    
Moms and dads are always looking for great deals on kids’ stuff.  Here is an auction where they can 
get some of those great deals and give to your worthy cause.  Your group can collect a boatload of 
items out of their own homes and the homes of friends and neighbors.  Merchants will also donate 
items.  You can hold an auction (with plenty of baby-sitters to watch the kids) while Mom and Dad 
spend the bucks.  Here is a partial list of items that can be auctioned: 
Baby furniture baby accessories like strollers, high chairs, etc. baby sitting services from 
your group members  toys and games school supplies tutoring family pass to 
the zoo  a birthday party at a restaurant   
five free piano lessons playhouse children’s books bikes   

training wheels  children’s CDs and videos  clothing  
tuition to a sports camp or educational camp 
 
MeaMeaMeaMeal of Fortunel of Fortunel of Fortunel of Fortune    
This fundraiser allows members of your church or school to participate as buyers, sellers, or both.  
Place a box where people can leave a card with a description of a special meal they would be willing to 
prepare and serve in their home to the highest bidder.  These meal plans may be anything from 
enticing specialty dishes to simple grilled hamburgers.  Supporters can submit as many meal plans as 
they’d like, specifying for each how many people the meal is for and whether it is for adult sonly or 
both adults and children. 
Then, the meals can be auctioned off to the highest bidder without telling who will be preparing each 
one.  After the auction, the buyer and seller agree on a convenient time when they could enjoy the 
meal together.  All proceeds are collected at the time of the auction, and everything collected is 
profit.  Best of all, this approach provides more opportunities for fellowship. 
 
MegaMegaMegaMega----AuctionAuctionAuctionAuction    
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Get together with a number of other groups and plan a “Mega-Auction.”  You can combine your 
time, talents, resources, and creativity to put together a very successful money-maker to support a 
single collective cause, or divide the proceeds. 
 
PlayPlayPlayPlay----ItItItIt----Again AuctionAgain AuctionAgain AuctionAgain Auction    
People are searching for a deal on sports-related things.  Thus, a play-it-again auction will appeal to 
them.  Collect people’s used sports equipment, solicit donations of new equipment and services like 
free golf lessons, tennis lesions, golf course greens fees and the like from merchants.  Here is a partial 
list of items and services for your group to consider: 
Backpacks badminton sets baseballs, bats, gloves  basketballs boats 
Bowling balls  camping equipment croquet sets fishing rods footballs  
gift certificates to athletic shoe stores golf clubs, case of golf balls  hockey equipment
 home video games horseshoe sets  hot air balloon ride hot tub 
lacrosse equipment one-month memberships to athletic clubs or gyms 
mountain bikes pinball machines pingpong table or pingpong set pool tables 
portable volleyball sets raquetballs and racquets skateborads skates, rollerblades 
skiing equipment sleeping bags  new sunglasses surf boards weekend ski trip
 workout equipment 
 
Potluck AuctionPotluck AuctionPotluck AuctionPotluck Auction    
One great way to raise money for your group is to sponsor a potluck dinenr and invite your whole 
congregation.  Those whose last names begin with the first half of the alphabet can bring a main dish, 
the other half a salad.  You provide the dessert and beverages.  Ask each family to bring a “gift” to be 
auctioned off—special cakes or pies, other baked goods, handcrafted items, household goods of some 
value, etc.  Place these items on a table and invite everyone to view them during the dinner hour.  
After dinner, auction off each item, leaving the most expensive ones for last. 
 
The Toy Box AuctionThe Toy Box AuctionThe Toy Box AuctionThe Toy Box Auction    
Ask people to donate toys their kids no longer use.  These make great auction items. 
 
Vintage TVintage TVintage TVintage T----Shirt AuctionShirt AuctionShirt AuctionShirt Auction    
There are probably piles of vintage T-shirts stuck away in closets all over your town.  Don’t use them 
as rags for the car wash or merely give them away—collect and sell them! 
Advertise the auction with the antiquity of the shirts (T-Shirts Dating as far Back as 1972!!) being the 
main focus.  If you do not have especially old ones, confiscate an old college T-shirt from a good 
volunteer and surprise the kids with it.  You might be surprised at the interest young people will take 
in the variety of the shirts! 
    
Christmas Carols or Hymn Sing & Pie Auction FundraisingChristmas Carols or Hymn Sing & Pie Auction FundraisingChristmas Carols or Hymn Sing & Pie Auction FundraisingChristmas Carols or Hymn Sing & Pie Auction Fundraising 

Have a hymn sing or Christmas Carols followed by homemade pie or cake and ice cream. The 
remaining pies/cakes are then auctioned off.  A basket is placed by the refreshment table for 
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donations for those who don't buy a whole pie or cake but still wish to help out with the costs of 
refreshments. 

    

Dinner For a WeekDinner For a WeekDinner For a WeekDinner For a Week    

Our cheerleading team got 7 restaurants to donate a dinner for 2 and auctioned off a week of eating 
out.  You could have a great auction with just this one item.  

 
    
    
Used Book SaleUsed Book SaleUsed Book SaleUsed Book Sale    
    
Add a used book sale to a fundraiser that is already drawing a crowd.  People are happy to donate their 
used book and buyers are happy with getting a book inexpensively. 

Goat Insurance Goat Insurance Goat Insurance Goat Insurance     

Hold a "goat insurance" fundraising event that people can't resist because they can't stop laughing. 
Flyers are mailed to your membership and/or other groups to announce that your organization will 
“raffle off” a donated goat.  For $10, a person can send in the names of three people.  Letters are then 
sent to those three people, telling them they have a chance to win a goat.  But, for $10 they can buy 
"goat insurance" to protect themselves from being entered in the “raffle.”  The “winner” of the “raffle” 
does get the goat, but after the fun wears off, the goat's returned to its owner.   

Balloon Bust Balloon Bust Balloon Bust Balloon Bust     

Fill a couple hundred balloons with helium and slips of paper redeemable for prizes or cash, or (10 
percent) 'Thank You Please Try Again'. The fundraising prizes can be a free Coke if Coca Cola is 
helping sponsor event. You could have an early bird prize about 'Guess The Number of Balloons'. 
That could go on for a couple of hours, then the prizes start to be drawn. Fill a room with these 
balloons, so patrons walk in and find them-selves in a latex obstacle course. They can pull one balloon 
outside, you write their name on it with magic marker. Then they put it back until the end of the 
night. During the day, have patrons guess how many balloons are in the room. The closest wins a prize 
at the end of the day. 

Variation 1:Variation 1:Variation 1:Variation 1: Put money into 100 helium-filled balloons and sell them for $10 each. Denominations: 
One balloon contains $100, two-$50.00, two-$20, two-$10, two-$5.00 and the rest $2.00. Sell all 
100 and make a total of $548.00. 



 67

For an outdoor eventFor an outdoor eventFor an outdoor eventFor an outdoor event————Slow Bicycle Race:Slow Bicycle Race:Slow Bicycle Race:Slow Bicycle Race: Charge an entry fee and award a prize for people to see 
how slowly they can complete a very short course. Really good entrants can practically make a bike 
stand still. Hold this is a series of heats. 

TiddlyTiddlyTiddlyTiddly----winks Tournament:winks Tournament:winks Tournament:winks Tournament: Charge a small entry fee for people or teams to see how many winks 
(counters) they can get into a glass or circle, with a prize going to one with the highest score at the 
end of the event. Alternatively, hold it as a knockout competition (best-of-three matches) or league 
table. 

Marbles and Flowerpot Challenge:Marbles and Flowerpot Challenge:Marbles and Flowerpot Challenge:Marbles and Flowerpot Challenge: Put a clay flowerpot upside down on a tray. You need a supply of 
marbles which will fit through the drainage hole in the flowerpot. Charge an entry fee for each person 
to try to put as many marbles as possible through the drainage hole using only a spoon (not allowed 
to use the free hand) in one minute. The one who puts the most marbles through the hole wins a 
prize. 

Bake Sale:Bake Sale:Bake Sale:Bake Sale: Not just cakes and cookies - include preserves, guess-the-weight-of-the-cake competition, 
and other ways to WIN cakes. 

Tug of War:Tug of War:Tug of War:Tug of War: Organize a tug-of-war knockout tournament (each heat is best-of-three) or one-day 
league table contest between teams, charging an entry fee and giving a prize to the winners. 

Ugly Faces:Ugly Faces:Ugly Faces:Ugly Faces: Entrants pay an entry fee to make their ugliest faces, to be judged by a panel. Ugliest face 
gets a prize.  This could even be done by mail using photos submitted before a set closing date.  

Boot Throwing:Boot Throwing:Boot Throwing:Boot Throwing: Make sure people throw AWAY from the other events! Charge entrants to see how 
far they can throw a boot.  At the end of the day, give a prize to the winner. This can also be run as a 
tournament. 

Wheelbarrow Race:Wheelbarrow Race:Wheelbarrow Race:Wheelbarrow Race: At a fun sports day, have a 2-person wheelbarrow race where one person is the 
'barrow' and the other is the 'barrow-pusher'. Or you use real wheelbarrows and teams enter to push 
each other a number of laps around a park or car park (will require permission). Charge each team an 
entry fee and ask teams to get sponsorship as well. You could have additional classes for costume, 
decorated barrows etc; with an entry fee and award for each class. Don't steal shopping trolleys 
(shopping karts), but you may be able to ask a local store if they have any dented trolleys (with all 
wheels present!) which you can borrow before the trolley is scrapped. 

Worst Holiday Snapshots/Videos:Worst Holiday Snapshots/Videos:Worst Holiday Snapshots/Videos:Worst Holiday Snapshots/Videos: Invite friends or colleagues to submit their worst holiday photos 
and videos. Charge a small entry fee per photo/video and get a panel of judges to decide on the very 
worst (you may need several categories). The worst ones can be displayed or shown to all entrants and 
a prize given to the winners. 

YoYoYoYo----yo Challenge:yo Challenge:yo Challenge:yo Challenge: Get sponsored for the number of minutes you can keep a yoyo going or for the 
number of tricks you can perform in a certain time. 
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Face Painting Face Painting Face Painting Face Painting     

You do not have to be an artistic person to paint a face. You simply have to 
enjoy interacting with people. Most people are happy with whatever you put on 
their face as long as you are nice to them. Since you must be in very close 
proximity to people, always start out by introducing yourself. “Hi my name is 
......... what is your name?” Next let the child know what you will be doing. 
Taking the time to let children know is well worth it. They are then 
comfortable and do not wiggle as much. 

 

Keep the designs simple for obvious reasons. It is often helpful to also have the face-painting 
fundraising volunteers paint their faces beforehand so there are some real life examples of the faces. 
This is a great way to practice before paying customers get there and a good bonding experience for 
the volunteers.  The normal charge averages about $2.00 but you need to decide what is appropriate 
for your target group. 

Use powder based paint sticks because the paint is dry on the stick. You use a wet paintbrush to 
activate the paint. It dries quickly and needs few touch-ups. Best of all they do not melt. Set up to 
four painting stations - each with everything painters need: 

• One water bowl with fresh water  
• Three to four paint brushes of various sizes  
• Two to three face sponges to cover the whole face with paint  
• Towel for the painters lap  
• Small mirror  
• Red, blue, brown, black, white, grey, green, yellow, orange, and purple paint sticks  
• Paper towel to put paint sticks on  
• Face painting pattern book  
• Wet wipes (to clean a child’s face if they are dirty)  

The best tables to use for face painting are the economical plastic shelving units you can purchase at 
any discount store. Most shelving units have four levels. You can break each level down which allows 
you to have four tables that are about two feet tall. Two chairs are set up at each station, one for the 
painter and one for the child (and an occasional adult). 

On busy days in your fundraising event it is helpful to have one person who is in charge of the waiting 
line. This person will hand out numbers, collect money, and help people choose a face painting 
pattern. They can also help change out water in the paintbrush bowl and keep people entertained 
while waiting in line. On busy days this position is very important. 
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Blind Auction Blind Auction Blind Auction Blind Auction     

A blind auction is mostly about fun but can also raise funds for your group. It works 
best as part of an ongoing event such as a luncheon or dinner meeting. Here's how it 
works. Get as many people as you can that will be attending the event to bring a 
wrapped package. The contents could be humorous or something of actual value. 
Think of the possibilities! You can get rid of that ugly "xxx" in the back of your closet 
for a worthy cause.   

Donors can weight the boxes with a brick to disguise the contents, have an oversize box for a very 
small present, or wrap boxes within boxes to increase anticipation. You get the idea! Announce that at 
least one of the boxes contains a '$x" bill or something of value that is small enough to fit in all the 
boxes. The dollar value will depend on your group and anticipated bidding amounts.  

As guests arrive they place their boxes on a display table so potential bidders can examine them and 
speculate on what they contain. Whether you use a live or silent auction fundraising, make sure 
everyone has time to pick them up and shake them before the bidding. Guessing the contents is much 
of the fun.  

At the specified time, the boxes will either be auctioned individually or the results of the silent 
auction announced.  If you have a live auction, make sure you have a couple of "valuable" prizes 
auctioned first to stimulate the bidding. Above all, make sure you allow time to let everyone to open 
their box in front of the group. That's where the fun is. Submitted by Shanta P, Dallas, TX  

Alternative:Alternative:Alternative:Alternative:  Pound Auction. Have everyone donate an item. Each item must weigh in at one pound. 
Have each person donating wrap their items so that you are unable to tell what the item is. Then 
auction the fundraising items off.  Source: The Ornament Connection  

Reverse Raffle Reverse Raffle Reverse Raffle Reverse Raffle     

A fundraising reverse raffle is one where you don't want to win. Give a free 
ticket to everyone attending a regular organization meeting or special event. 
Tell them they are automatically included in the drawing for a special prize. If 
they don't want to be eligible for the prize, they can "sell" their ticket for $1 to 
$10 - depending on your attendees.  

 

Why would they want to get rid of their ticket? Consider prize options/activities that can be 
completed during the event itself such as .... singing a song standing on a table; wearing a silly hat or 
mask; having their face painted; wearing a funny costume; or ?????  Be creative!   

You will find very few spoil-sports who won't go along. If nothing else, they will "sell" their ticket to 
keep from looking foolish. Your only expense is the raffle tickets (a double ticket roll, a single ticket 
roll that you tear in half or a board with the numbers for sale).  All ticket stubs (or duplicate tickets or 
numbers, depending on your style of raffle tickets) are placed in a hat or other container from which 
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one "lucky" number is drawn. The drawing is normally held early in the event to make sure that the 
"lucky" holder is present. 

Fundraising Alternate:Fundraising Alternate:Fundraising Alternate:Fundraising Alternate: Offer a prize such as a goat, pig, donkey, etc. You can be magnanimous and 
offer to purchase the prize back from the lucky winner for $10. 

    

Center Court Toss Center Court Toss Center Court Toss Center Court Toss     

There are several fundraising techniques for basketball game halftimes but they can be adapted for 
other locations. Numbered, rubber stars are sold and then the holders of stars line up around the 
perimeter of the gym and toss the stars at the center of the court. The closest star to the center gets a 
prize or a percent of the take on star sales. The kids love it and there is no way to predict where the 
stars may bounce because of the 5 points on them. Variation 1: Tossing balls of a putty type density 
that do not bounce or bean bags into a bucket at center court. Variation 2: Tossing tennis balls 
(which obviously will bounce) into a deeper container such as a garbage can at center court.  

Money Tree Money Tree Money Tree Money Tree     

Give every person or child in your class, club, or organization a plain unmarked envelope. The 
envelopes must be identical. Ask them to place a coin or note inside the envelope, seal it, and hand 
the unmarked envelope to the organizer who staples a corner to a cardboard tree. To play the game a 
paying customer (supporter) chooses an envelope (but is not allowed to feel before choosing). They 
win whatever is in the envelope. It could be a note, a penny, a dollar, or more!! Give it a go, its always 
a sell out. Easy fundraising idea! 

    

Favorite Photos Favorite Photos Favorite Photos Favorite Photos     

Use photos of babies, dogs, etc. --- anything that relates to your organization.  Entrants submit a 
photo (specify maximum size accepted), and may also submit a 3x5 card with a few sentences as a 
description to create more interest.  Photos are mounted on a display board or inside a sponsoring 
merchant's window at a sidewalk fundraising festival. Each photo is numbered and a jar is numbered 
for each photo for votes. Votes are made with coins, dollar bills, or checks (made payable to your 
organization).  The picture with the most "votes" (total money collected) wins a prize.  

Prizes can be solicited from sponsors.  The "votes" (money) goes to your organization.  The most 
"votes" are obtained from grandmothers/fathers and aunts/uncles, so this fundraising idea works best 
in a smaller community or at an event with relatives attending. 
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Cake Walk Cake Walk Cake Walk Cake Walk     

You have people donate cakes.  Usually these people would be the people 
who are involved in whatever the money is being raised for.   

You put numbers around tables (usually 1-100, depending the area you’re 
in).  We usually tape the top of the number close to edge of the table and 
far apart enough for people to stand by their numbers.  We have 
approximately 30-40 people show up most of the time for a cake walk.  

 

You charge them .50 per number (usually we charge .25 because of the size of the crowd).  They can 
buy as many numbers at once as they want.  They stand by their numbers.  You have a second copy of 
the numbers that are on the tables in a bag.  Once the numbers on the tables have all been sold, (if all 
the numbers are not sold you just flip each one over until the next draw, and if one of those unsold 
numbers should be drawn, just draw another number) then you draw the number and the person who 
bought that number is the person who wins a cake. 

You also have numbers put on each cake and a separate bag with these numbers in as well.  Then you 
also draw a cake number.  That is the cake they win.  The number of cakes you have is the number 
of rounds you have.  People line up to buy their numbers again after each cake is won. (They can 
choose different numbers on the tables each time )  Have some fundraising fun! 

    

Guessing Game Guessing Game Guessing Game Guessing Game     

A guessing game is so simple than many groups never think of it and is 
appropriate fundraising for school groups, sports teams, civic clubs, adult work 
places - just about anywhere. There are many versions but the principle is the 
same for each. Participants are given the opportunity to guess something and they 
pay for each guess.   

The simplest version is a large jar filled with virtually any item as long as it takes a 
lot of them to fill the jar. If you use candy, you could vary it by the season - red 
hots for Valentines Day, candy corn at Thanksgiving, multi-colored Hershey kisses 
at Christmas.  

 

Once the game is over, everyone gets to eat the contents. You could also use pennies, dried beans, 
screws, soft drink tabs, paper clips, even confetti (really tough). Try to think of something that would 
be the most intriguing to your probable participants. However, unless the items are donated or 
loaned, keep them very cheap for obvious reasons.   

Now that your jar is filled, you need to place it in a conspicuous place such as a display case at a school 
or break area at a business so everyone can see it. Place a sign next to the jar (and in all other areas 
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you can think of) challenging participants to guess the number of "whatevers" in the jar. Your specific 
organization and target participants will dictate how much to charge per guess and how to collect for 
the guesses. Make sure your signage explains what the proceeds will be spent for.  

    
    
Bring a Toy/Take a ToyBring a Toy/Take a ToyBring a Toy/Take a ToyBring a Toy/Take a Toy    
This idea is simple and it makes a great add-on money maker.  Advertise that anyone bringing a toy 
may take a toy.  Charge a small fee for this toy-swapping service. 
 
In Your HonorIn Your HonorIn Your HonorIn Your Honor    
When you are raising money, give people a chance to give a gift to people that are hard to buy for.  
Make cards that allow them to donate to your project in someone else’s name.  Then they are given a 
card that they can send or give to the honored person.  It will add to your funds raised and give people 
an idea they’ll like. 
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Roll Up Your SleevesRoll Up Your SleevesRoll Up Your SleevesRoll Up Your Sleeves    
Ideas for Hands-on Service Projects 

 

Habitat for HumanityHabitat for HumanityHabitat for HumanityHabitat for Humanity    
    
Locate a Habitat for Humanity house being built in your area.  Find out what materials are needed.  
Get together at least 6 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans households interested in helping coordinate 
work, helpers, and supplies.  And behold! A great sense of satisfaction and joy in helping build 
someone’s home. 
Eleanor Dunlop, Trinity, Paw Paw 
 
 
Ideas from the Home Office: 

 

Purchase prizes and create games for a carnival for kids with special needs. 
 

Put on a birthday party for shut-ins.  Themes of party could be circus, western, safari, etc. 
 

Help the homeless or other needy people by making personal care kits with combs, toothbrushes, 
shampoos, compact mirrors, etc. 
 
Clean up trash along a river or in a park. 
 
Repair broken fences or other equipment at a park. 
 
Contact a local volunteer center to find out what is needed in your community.   
 
Provide Easter baskets for shut-ins. 
 
Make birdhouses and feeders; then take to an area care home.  Place where residents can enjoy. 
 
Conduct a “trade your skills” activity and offer things such as landscaping, tailoring, fix-it work, 
wallpapering, canning, baking, car repair, etc. to help seniors. 
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Create gardening kits for seniors—include seeds, small potting plants, garden gloves, fertilizer, potting 
soil, large print instructions, small birdhouses, birdseed. 
 
Build a wheelchair ramp for an accident victim or another needy individual. 

 

 

    
    
Cans in the SummerCans in the SummerCans in the SummerCans in the Summer    
There is no bad time to donate, but charities receive the vast majority of donations during the 
holidays.  Then, come summertime, nobody is thinking about donating, and food banks have to 
scramble for supplies. Also, when school is out, low-income kids are not receiving free lunches and 
breakfasts at school, so donating during the summer helps just when the need may be greatest. 
 
Operation Paw PrintOperation Paw PrintOperation Paw PrintOperation Paw Print    
Kids collect, buy, and deliver items to a local animal shelter.  When they deliver, they learn more 
about the shelter and help with the animals. 
 
There’s a Surprise in My Meals on Wheels!There’s a Surprise in My Meals on Wheels!There’s a Surprise in My Meals on Wheels!There’s a Surprise in My Meals on Wheels!    
Purchase craft supplies to have a group, or several groups, make something once a month to be 
delivered to seniors with their Meals on Wheels.  A good choice would be a simple decoration for the 
holiday in the month.  The meals are being delivered already—the recipients would love to know 
someone cares about them. 
 
Birthday in a BoxBirthday in a BoxBirthday in a BoxBirthday in a Box    
We find lots of fulfillment in helping out our local food pantries.  But here’s a way to add some heart, 
some meaning, and some fun.  Gather cake mixes, tubs of frosting, birthday candles, and maybe even 
some decorated plates and napkins.  Then find some boxes to hold everything a family would need to 
make a birthday for a child.  You could even decorate the boxes.  If you included some simple favors 
and gifts, they would be welcome, I’m sure.  Your food pantry will know just what to do with these. 
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Details, Details, Details. . .Details, Details, Details. . .Details, Details, Details. . .Details, Details, Details. . .    
Tips for Making Fundraisers Better, Easier, Smoother 

Tips for Making Hands-on Service Projects Better, Easier, Smoother 
 
 
Thrivent volunteers reported that Gordon’s stores will prepare their food for you for a nominal fee.  
This is a real time-saver and well worth it in some situations. 
 
Almost every fundraising “expert” agrees that groups do better when they ask for a free-will donation 
rather than charging a set amount.  Whether it’s a bake sale or a dinner, this rule seems to be in place. 
 
 
It is common for us to have our bake sales at our own churches, and that seems to make sense.  But 
I’ve been told that if you really want to increase your profits for a bake sale, you need to hold it away 
from church.  The best location is anywhere men are by themselves!  Forgive the gender stereotyping, 
but volunteers insist that if you can get men alone they’ll buy a homemade pie every time! 
 
 
If you are doing a silent auction, ask GROUPS of people to donate baskets.  Sample encouragement: 
Do you belong to a card club?  A breakfast club?  A book club?  A sewing club?  A golf league?  A 
bible class?  Maybe you can be the catalyst behind getting some support by asking the members to 
collectively sponsor a basket. 
Also, “gift cards” for services can also be included in baskets.  Sample encouragement: 
Do you sew?  Do you babysit?  Do you repair computers?  Do you cut hair?  Do you can your own 
jelly?  Do you crochet or knit?  Your services can be donated also. 
 Gift certificates for food, car washes, oil changes, manicures, massages, coffee houses etc. are also 
great ideas to include in baskets to make them more valuable and appealing. 
 

Keep your fundraiser short.... Too many group leaders think that more time is better, but that is often 
not the case. Keeping a fundraiser quick forces group members to participate because they can't put it 
off, while also making your job as the group leader much easier. 
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Offer a prize or incentive to the person that brings in the most money, , , , or who works the    hardest. 
Your volunteers don’t need to receive external rewards for their participation, but adding a fun prize 
could make working on the fundraiser more fun.  Fun is the only motive of this idea. 

 

    

Car Wash Car Wash Car Wash Car Wash     

Everything you could possibly want to know is available in a free 46-page booklet titled 'How to Run 
a Successful Car Wash Fundraiser'. A complete step-by-step guide to preparation, the wash itself, and 
follow-up.  

Chapter 1 Chapter 1 Chapter 1 Chapter 1 ---- Preparation: Preparation: Preparation: Preparation:  Picking dates and times, rain dates, finding volunteers, pre-sale tickets, wash-
a-thons, organizing (person in charge, publicity coordinator, location & site locator, supplies person, 
ticket sales captain, shift scheduler, post car wash person and environmental coordinator), agendas for 
meetings, picking a location, insurance requirements, ticket graphics, and hours for the wash. 

Chapter 2 Chapter 2 Chapter 2 Chapter 2 ---- Environmental: Environmental: Environmental: Environmental: History, storm water discharge, what's in the water, choosing car wash 
products, water conservation, and using a pressure washer versus a garden hose. This was written for 
California residents so you may need to make some adjustments. 

Chapter 3 Chapter 3 Chapter 3 Chapter 3 ---- Presale/Donations: Presale/Donations: Presale/Donations: Presale/Donations: Motivation/pep talks, incentives, parent's help, teams, divide and 
conquer, overlap problems, other sales locations, and profits/goals. 

Chapter 4 Chapter 4 Chapter 4 Chapter 4 ---- Publicity: Publicity: Publicity: Publicity: Public service announcements, local newspapers, cable stations, newsletters, 
faxing, and flyers. 

Chapter 5 Chapter 5 Chapter 5 Chapter 5 ---- Day of Event: Day of Event: Day of Event: Day of Event: Set up, layout, supplies, supervision, organizing washers, signage, public 
address system, donation cans, hot dogs, bake sale, pancake breakfast, traffic flow, flyers, cash, media, 
counting cars, and vacuuming. 

Chapter 6 Chapter 6 Chapter 6 Chapter 6 ---- Post Car Wash: Post Car Wash: Post Car Wash: Post Car Wash: Clean up, towels, announce your earnings, thank you letters, certificates, 
property owners, city hall, fixed site car wash owners, letter to the editor, collecting pledges, 
evaluation, and setting a date for next years car wash. 

Because this is a 46-page document (884K - PDF format), try to get someone who has a cable 
modem, T-1 line, or ISDN to download it. Otherwise, it will tie up your phone line for quite a while 
using a dial-up modem. http://www.fundraising-ideas.org/DIY/images/carwash.pdf 

 

Bakeless Bake Sale IdeasBakeless Bake Sale IdeasBakeless Bake Sale IdeasBakeless Bake Sale Ideas    
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Send this letter to your members:  You are invited to NOT bake a cake, pie, cookies, or brownies.  
You do NOT have to find the recipe.  You do NOT have to shop for the ingredients.  You do NOT 
have to mix.  You do NOT have to cook.    You do NOT have to cut.  You do NOT have to wrap.  
You do NOT have to wash dishes.  You do NOT have to clean up your kitchen.  You do NOT have to 
deliver the baked product.  You do NOT have to stand in the heat/cold/rain to sell the baked product. 
You can write a check for $10.00  to "name of organization" and stay home and enjoy doing 
something yourself or with your family!    

The Bakeless Bake Sale Fundraising PoemThe Bakeless Bake Sale Fundraising PoemThe Bakeless Bake Sale Fundraising PoemThe Bakeless Bake Sale Fundraising Poem 

Many is the time I heard you say 
I would rather give a "Dollar" than bake today 
And so, we are asking you to help more or less 
To make our Bakeless Bake Sale a big success. 
 
Just send us the money that it would take  
To Bake a loaf of bread or a beautiful cake 
Or send in the amount of money it takes to buy 
A dozen rolls or maybe a pie 
We know you can help us if you will but try. 
 
I am buying or baking the items marked below. 
 
Items for Sale Items you Bake/Donate 

____Cupcakes: 2 for a dollar  _____3 doz. cupcakes: $4.00  
____Chocolate cookies: 6 for $1.00 _____3 doz. chocolate cookies: $6.00 
____Brownies 12 for $3.00  _____3 doz. brownies: $8.00 
____Dutch Apple Pie $5.00  _____3 Home made pies: $10.00 

____Strawberry Cheesecake $7.00  
_____2 strawberry cheesecakes: 
$15.00 

 

Another BaAnother BaAnother BaAnother Bakeless Bake Sale Fundraising Poemkeless Bake Sale Fundraising Poemkeless Bake Sale Fundraising Poemkeless Bake Sale Fundraising Poem 

A bit of news we have today...  
A BAKELESS BAKE SALE is on the way.  
In these busy days, who wants to bake,  
A pie or cookies or even a cake.  
 
You’d be surprised if you counted the cost,  
of ingredients, heat, and the time you’ve lost.  
Baking for sales is extra work.  
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Yet nobody really wants to shirk.  
 
So we’ve thought of a plan that’s really grand,  
and feel quite sure you’ll understand.  
In an envelope, if you like, please include the price...  
of a pie or cake or anything nice.  
 
Without fuss or bother, you’ve done your part.  
We hope you’ll give with a willing heart.  
Wishing success for our BAKELESS BAKE SALE,  
This is the end of our little tale.  

 

Bakeless Bake Sale Fundraising Bakeless Bake Sale Fundraising Bakeless Bake Sale Fundraising Bakeless Bake Sale Fundraising  

A bit of news we have today 
A Bakeless Bake Sale is on the way. 
These busy days, who has the time to bake 
Pies, cookies, or even a cake? 

We’ve thought of a plan that’s truly grand, 
And feel quite sure that you’ll understand. 
In an envelope please put the price 
Of a pie, or cake or something nice. 

No fuss or bother, you've done your part, 
This is the end of our little tale, 
Help make a success of 
BAKELESS BAKE SALE!BAKELESS BAKE SALE!BAKELESS BAKE SALE!BAKELESS BAKE SALE! 

Fundraiser sponsored byFundraiser sponsored byFundraiser sponsored byFundraiser sponsored by 

    xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Please make checks payable to:Please make checks payable to:Please make checks payable to:Please make checks payable to: 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
And mail to: 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

or  place your donation in the “CAKE BOX”“CAKE BOX”“CAKE BOX”“CAKE BOX” found in the sanctuary!! 
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Bakeless Bake Sale Fundraising Bakeless Bake Sale Fundraising Bakeless Bake Sale Fundraising Bakeless Bake Sale Fundraising  

The class of 2004, in preparation for the "Parisian Enchantment" Prom on May 17, is asking for 
YOUR support for a SUCCESSFUL "BAKELESS BAKE SALE." 

NO SELLING ! NO LISTS ! NO PICKUP OR DELIVERY DATES ! NO DEADLINES ! and NO 
MERCHANDISE !!! What a DEAL !!! 

Please contribute to OUR cause by sending $10 or more, by check payable to "CHS".  

Indicate on check memo line: "Class of 2004 Bakeless Bake Sale." 

We would like to see 100% participation.  

 

Ashton Ladies Aid is having a Bakeless Bakesale fundraising event through the month of May.  All 
ladies are asked to contribute the amount they would have spent on  ingredients, plus an amount for 
their time and skill. You don't need to burn your fingers or dirty a mixing bowl.  And everyone is 
asked to contribute what you  would have spent for a couple of pies, a loaf of bread, and a plate of 
cookies.  There are no calories in it.  And it will help the Ladies Aid in all the good work done by this 
organization.  Bring gifts to the church, or mail to xxxxxxxxx. 

    
Sample shopping list for Super Sunday Sub Sale to make 100 subs:Sample shopping list for Super Sunday Sub Sale to make 100 subs:Sample shopping list for Super Sunday Sub Sale to make 100 subs:Sample shopping list for Super Sunday Sub Sale to make 100 subs:    
9# ham 
9# cheese 
9 ½ # salami 
16 heads of lettuce 
5# tomatoes 
6 bottles Italian dressing 
2 bottles oregano 
3# onions 
100 sub rolls 
Lots of wrapping paper 
 
Bake Sale ExtraordinaireBake Sale ExtraordinaireBake Sale ExtraordinaireBake Sale Extraordinaire    
These bake sale extras were added by a group, and the profits doubled.  They had the same items to 
sell as always.  But they decorated the area like a European bakery.  They went all out—used lovely 
baskets, flowers, etc.  The workers even wore matching aprons.  They also added a special kids’ table.  
They purchased interesting and unusual cellophane containers and filled them with colorful candy.  
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Those sold wildly.  They also included a drawing for children; the prize was a colorful container that 
featured some candy and simple kids’ items.  The contents weren’t expensive but the presentation was 
spectacular.  Everyone had more fun and it was much more profitable than an ordinary bake sale. 
 

    
    

If You Build It, They Will ComeIf You Build It, They Will ComeIf You Build It, They Will ComeIf You Build It, They Will Come    
Techniques for Recruiting Volunteers    

 

Perhaps the best way to recruit new volunteers is to consider this: 
 

According to an Independent Sector Survey in 1999, 
 

More than 90% of those directly asked to volunteer said yes. 
 
So one good rule is Just Ask.  We often depend on people to volunteer themselves, and some just 
aren’t inclined to do that.  They wait to be asked.  That puts more burden on the organizers initially.  
But eventually, it should pay off handsomely by developing some good new volunteers. 
 
 
Another way to recruit additional volunteers is to consider the reasons people volunteer.  That may 
help you find new ways to ask and new people to ask. 
 

Why People Volunteer 
 
• Out of love for what Christ has done for them.  
• To spend time with people who have similar interests or values.  
• To do one's share as a member of a congregation or community.  
• To help a family member, neighbor or friend.  
• To maintain a family tradition of service.  
• To learn something new.  
• To get experience using newly learned skills.  
• To make a difference.  
• To see that resources are used well.  
• To get acquainted in a new area.  
• To be an advocate for a particular group or institution.  
• To gain status or recognition within a certain group.  
• To earn academic credit.  
• To fulfill a work-related obligation.  
• To please the person who asked them. 

 
Here is a good bibliography of resources to use in developing your recruitment capabilities. 
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Growing an Engaged Church by Albert Winseman 
The Volunteer Revolution by Bill Hybels 
Holy Discontent by Bill Hybels 
The Equipper Church Volunteerism Resources  Karen Kogler  www.theequipper.org 
Living Your Strengths:  Discover your God-Given Talents and Inspire Your Community by  

Winseman, Cliffton, and Liesveld 
The Healing Power of Doing Good by Allan Luks with Peggy Payne 
Chicken Soup for the Volunteer’s Soul by Jack Canfield 
The Volunteer Recruitment Book by Susan Ellis 
 
Exchange BenefitExchange BenefitExchange BenefitExchange Benefitssss    
Remember that when you recruit volunteers, you are exchanging benefits.  You have a lot to offer!  
Know that and use it as your starting point.  You don’t need to grovel or apologize! 
 
Service CreditsService CreditsService CreditsService Credits    
Offer “service credits” to your volunteers to make it more fun.  Give volunteers the choice seats at the 
concerts, for example.  There are all sorts of fun benefits you can offer—do it! 
 
Think TankThink TankThink TankThink Tank    
You spend a lot of time planning an event that requires volunteers.  Spend some time developing a 
plan for recruiting volunteers.  Start a think tank that involves lots of different types of people before 
a project to devise some creative ways to encourage volunteerism.  You’ll accomplish a lot more than 
raise more funds. 
 
TransitioningTransitioningTransitioningTransitioning    
When you’re looking for volunteers, look for people in transition.  They are more open to volunteer 
opportunities. 
 
StakeholdersStakeholdersStakeholdersStakeholders    
When you’re looking for volunteers, consider who are the stakeholders with regard to the cause.  
They are more likely to be passionate about the project. 
 
    
The More the MerrierThe More the MerrierThe More the MerrierThe More the Merrier    
Don’t just recruit individuals.  Recruit GROUPS—the Girl Scout troupe, the National Honor Society, 
the Student Council, a whole grade school class and their parents, a MOPS group, a Kiwanis Club, etc.  
Most importantly recruit WHOLE FAMILIES.  When you need a position filled, ask TWO people to 
fill it together by job-sharing!  Of course, this may make you rethink your project.  Good. 
 
Pointers on Inviting People to VolunteerPointers on Inviting People to VolunteerPointers on Inviting People to VolunteerPointers on Inviting People to Volunteer    

• Be motivated yourself.  Sincerity wins over technique every time. 
• Be clear on what you want people to do.  Use written volunteer job descriptions whenever 

possible. 
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• Use titles.  The word “volunteer” is a pay category, not a function. 
• Be honest.  Tell prospective volunteers what the work entails, even if you think it may sound 

like a lot.  Avoid minimizing the work, though you might be tempted to do so. 
• Share deadlines up front.  When does the work have to be finished? 
• Remember that it is better to live with a vacancy a little while longer than to convince the 

wrong person to become a volunteer. 
• Define the training and supervision or support the volunteer will have.  This isn’t sink or swim. 
• Identify and express the benefits to the volunteer from accomplishing the task.  The best 

volunteering is when the giver benefits as well as the recipient. 
• Explain why you asked this particular person to help—what skills or personality traits make 

him or her a good candidate for this position. 
• It may be just as important to discover what a prospective volunteer wants to learn or try as a 

volunteer as it is to know what he or she already does or is good at. 
• Keep in mind that you can never insult people by asking them to volunteer.  In fact, you are 

actually flattering them by implying that they have the talent to do the job. 
• Paint an upbeat picture of the work.  Volunteering should be fun. 
• Hold the perspective that you are giving people the marvelous opportunity to participate in an 

important project.  You don’t want them to be left out. 
• The best way to recruit volunteers is to ASK people to help. 

From The Volunteer Recruitment Book by Susan Ellis 
 
It goes both waysIt goes both waysIt goes both waysIt goes both ways    
Chip Ingram says, “The value of the project to the worker will determine the value of the worker to 
the project.”  Read that twice and think about it for a while.  It speaks loudly to the recruiting process. 
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Did You Know. . . ?Did You Know. . . ?Did You Know. . . ?Did You Know. . . ?    
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Awareness Ideas 

 
We sponsor “Thrivent Awareness Coffee Hours” at our churches.  We order books, DVDs, etc. and 
make a display table, invite people to peruse and at the end take samples.  We use signs, cups and 
napkins.  We review programs, membership requirements, etc.  next time we plan to get balloons and 
some other eye-catching decorations. 
Helen Arend, Kalamazoo Chapter 
 
 
The Central Michigan Chapter hosted a Thrivent Awareness Sunday in each congregation in the 
chapter.  They brought together Chapter Leaders, Thrivent for Lutherans Financial Representatives, 
LCS Team members, and congregational coordinators.  Food is purchased with operating funds, which 
is a great use for them.  These events answered questions, generated good will, brought people 
together, and generally raised Thrivent awareness, which was their purpose. 
 
 
The Allegan-Ottawa Chapter used their operating funds to conduct a Pastor Appreciation campaign 
across their chapter.  They sent letters encouraging congregational volunteers to submit an idea for 
how they would like to honor their pastor.  They encouraged creative ideas for the appreciation 
activity and the results were social gatherings after services, dinners, lunches, card and gift showers, 
open houses, pizza parties, etc. The most creative idea included giving gift cards / get-a-way packages 
in a "Publishers Clearing House - Prize Patrol" style. The Prize Patrol visited the Pastors, with video 
cameras rolling, to capture the team in the act of giving - not to mention the very surprised Pastors in 
the act of receiving! The video was later shown to the congregation - with cake and a card shower! 
What fun!  Documents can be requested to explain further how they did this and to use as letters to 
make this work. 
 
 
In the Tuscola Chapter, the Board of Stewardship at St. Michael’s Lutheran School in Richville decided 
to teach the children about stewardship by using one of the Thrivent member benefits.  The 
Stewardship Board has asked Thrivent members to order the Money Savvy Piggy Bank and the parent 
materials that come with it, in hopes to give one kit to every student in the school. 
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Money Can’t Buy Me LoveMoney Can’t Buy Me LoveMoney Can’t Buy Me LoveMoney Can’t Buy Me Love    
Ideas for Locally Supported Activities 

 
 
Talent ShowTalent ShowTalent ShowTalent Show    
 
Whatever happened to the old-fashioned Talent Show?  What a shame for it to have disappeared.  It’s 
grand to sit back and enjoy the talents of the people in your community—especially the ones you 
didn’t know they had.  Kids and adults alike benefit greatly from both the chance to share their talents 
and to applaud for others’.  Encourage GROUPS to perform—sing, dance, perform skits, etc.  That 
involves more people.  No tedious planning, no shopping, no cleaning up—just invest the time in 
recruiting your acts and making sure you have a big audience.  Make sure you highlight what you’re 
raising the funds for. 
 
Taste FestTaste FestTaste FestTaste Fest    
 
This idea includes a new spin to the usual canned food drive. 
 
As part of a food drive, students were asked to bring in food goods that, in turn, allowed them to 
receive tickets.  The tickets could be used to “purchase” delicious home-baked deserts like cookies, 
brownies, pie, and cupcakes. 
 
Divided by class standing, students gave canned vegetables and fruit, boxed goods, and other 
nonperishable items. 
 
Local businesses and bakeries, as well as students, donated desserts for the event. 
 
This could be an addition to any food drive as an incentive and to add fun. 

 

Treasure Hunt Treasure Hunt Treasure Hunt Treasure Hunt     

To secure actual items for a local women's shelter several church groups were willing to canvas nearby 
neighborhoods on a "Treasure Hunt". They took in food, toiletries, clothing and monetary 
donations. One church had a contest between their groups to see who could obtain the most "stuff". 
Any items not needed for the shelter were passed on to other shelters or sold in a fundraising garage 
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sale for the shelter. People were more willing to give items than money to these strangers at their 
doors, but all was needed for the shelter.  

 
 
    
Ideas fIdeas fIdeas fIdeas for nonor nonor nonor non----funded activities for young people (and maybe some notfunded activities for young people (and maybe some notfunded activities for young people (and maybe some notfunded activities for young people (and maybe some not----sosososo----young people):young people):young people):young people):    
    

• Write a letter to someone in a veteran’s hospital, nursing home, etc. 
• Collect stuffed animals to donate to children in a homeless shelter 
• Hold a mitten drive and trim a mitten tree; deliver it also 
• Adopt a highway, beach, park trail, neighborhood park, camp ground area, etc. and pic up litter 
• Read to younger children 
• Recycle greeting cards to be used as note cards, gift tags, etc. 
• Plan and perform entertainment for a nursing home, adult day care center, etc. 
• Hold a used book exchange with book reports and/or reviews included 
• Collect children’s clothes, toys, shoes, etc. to donate 
• Make picture albums for Alzheimer’s patients 
• Hold safe rollerblading, skateboarding or biking clinics 
• Hold basketball, football, golf, etc. clinics 
• Make Easter, Thanksgiving, or Christmas gift baskets 
• Make “angel bags” for nursing home or hospital patients with little things they can use 
• Build bird feeders and/or bird houses for seniors, shut-ins, or nursing homes or hospitals. 
• Make up care kits for LCFS or community shelters, Lutheran World Relief 
• Have a clown clinic and/or balloon art clinic 
• Ask youth to bring 8-10 photos related to a specific them, and let them make scrapbook pages 

with them 
• Get photos of chapter activities from the events Director and let the youth scrapbook them.  

The chapter can supply the necessary accessories. 
• Set up a mini Olympics/fitness clinic, with obstacle course, timed races, basketball throws, etc. 
• Work on crafts that can be distributed to the less fortunate, nursing home residents or kept as 

a keepsake of your event 
• Prepare a new song/skit to be presented in closing activities that day 
• How to care for a pet class.  Get a local veterinary technician/employee to bring some small 

animals and demonstrate how to hold, feed, what medical attention they need, behavioral 
training methods, etc. 

• Face painting, someone teaching them how to do it and letting them paint each other’s faces 
and the younger children 

 
Make homemade Christmas Cards.  Children’s art, collage, art stamps.  Also assemble a home 
made assortment of greeting cards and distribute to shut-ins, along with pens and a packet of 
stamps.  Go to the home or facility to help them sign and address! 
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Community ShredsCommunity ShredsCommunity ShredsCommunity Shreds    
Companies can be found online or in the Yellow Pages to come to your site to do paper shredding as 
a free service.  This is a good way to offer your church “neighbors” a kind good deed. 
 
Retire the FlagRetire the FlagRetire the FlagRetire the Flag    
This is from the flyer advertising this service: 
Do you have a torn or tattered American flag that’s too worn to be used as the symbol of our 
country?  So did I; that’s why I started a program to collect and retire these beloved symbols with 
dignity and with the help of the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts.  For flag pick-up, call _______________. 
 
Recycle SmartRecycle SmartRecycle SmartRecycle Smart    
Do some research and let people know how they can recycle 
Household Products  Automotive Products Gardening Products 
Household Batteries  Toner Cartridges more 
County Health Departments and public libraries recycle some of these items, and any U. S. Post Office 
accepts household batteries.  Getting this word out by making and distributing flyers or any other 
method is a good community service. 
 
One Potato Two PotatoOne Potato Two PotatoOne Potato Two PotatoOne Potato Two Potato    
The Lee County Chapter in Florida asked growers to dump 44,000 pounds of excess potatoes in a 
local church parking lot.  350 volunteers from 23 churches bagged 2,500 bags of potatoes for 
distribution to various relief organizations. 
 
Support Our TroopsSupport Our TroopsSupport Our TroopsSupport Our Troops    
Peace Lutheran Church in Roger’s City gathered items and did a mass mailing to deployed military 
personnel who are from their local community. 
They asked for donation of the following items: 
(Please note: nothing with any form of alcohol is allowed overseas, no pork products, no bug spray) 

Powdered Gatorade (the overseas favorite) individual packages of sunflower seeds 
Foot powder crackers disposable cameras  trail mixes razors paper/pens 

Small cans of fruit socks (black or dark green cotton)  beef jerky magazines 
 footballs/soccer balls  instant coffee  paperback books Frisbees 

pre-sweetened Kool Aid Chap Stick eye drops gum toothpaste toothbrushes 
deodorant playing cards  AA batteries  baby wipes 

They also collected monetary donations to help defray the cost of pocket size Armed Forces 
Devotional booklets at $4.99 each. 
They included letters of encouragement with the care packages.  Please do not seal the cards or letters.  
You may add your name and address to your letter or enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope. 
 
Toilet Tissue Sculpture ContestToilet Tissue Sculpture ContestToilet Tissue Sculpture ContestToilet Tissue Sculpture Contest    
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Teams enter and compete in a school gym to make the best sculpture using only toilet tissue and duct 
tape.  The toilet paper is then donated to local missions.  Many shelters and centers say that toilet 
tissue is one of the main items they need. 
Two contest categories: grade school/high school  adult 
Prizes can be donated by local businesses and offered to winners 
Each creation is judged by local art instructors on the following criteria: 
20 points for Originality 20 points for Craftspersonship 20 points for Creativity 
    40 points for Volume of Tissue 
Rules: 

1. plastic or paper packaging designed for the sanitary integrity of the tissue must remain intact. 
2. decoration can be added using only fabric, paper, cardboard, paint, and tape 
3. parts of sculptures can be constructed off site and brought to the site 

 
Showered with TowelsShowered with TowelsShowered with TowelsShowered with Towels    
One of the biggest difficulties at a homeless shelter is having enough clean towels for all the showers 
needed in a day.  A Salvation Army group collected 300 towels on Make a Difference Day for the 
shelter.  They promoted their collection in an interesting way.  45 volunteers aged 6 to 60+ 
dramatically draped towels over a makeshift clothesline and waved towels at traffic to draw attention 
to their project.  They even held their director and assistant director “hostage” at the top of a 20-foot 
donated cherry picker and “ransomed” them only by collecting towels from passersby. 
 
DoDoDoDo----itititit----Yourself MessiahYourself MessiahYourself MessiahYourself Messiah    
This fundraiser makes use of facilities that are not usually involved in raising funds.  Also, it highlights 
one of your special resources.  In metropolitan areas, groups sponsor Do-it-Yourself-Messiah events.  
At these events, singers who have enjoyed being in choirs previously but aren’t currently in a choir 
gather with other singers to perform The Messiah, Handel’s famous score.  That might not work in 
outstate Michigan, but the idea could still work.  A participatory Christmas choral music event could 
have big possibilities for area folks who aren’t in a choir right now.  This could also be combined with 
other activities to make it into a great fundraiser, too. 
 
 

 


